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Eighty scenes of mankind's 
folly make up Francisco Goya's 
commentary on universal human 
pitfalls. Goya's print collections 
are on display at the University of 
San Diego. The display showcas­
es the artist's biting social com­
mentary about the Spain he knew 
in the early 1800s, as well as his 
skill in printmaking. The Found­
ers Hall Robert and Karen Hoehn 
Family Galleries last Wednesday 
opened "Goya's Restless Mon­
sters: Los Caprichos and the Birth 
of the Modern Print." 
Curator of Print Collec­
tion and Fine Art Galleries at 
USD, Victoria Sancho Lobis, 
introduced the exhibit. "Greed, 
gluttony, vanity, marginalization 
of the poor and less educated, 
and the challenges of gender-
prescribed roles are all addressed 
in this series of 80 etchings with 
aquatint that Goya first published 
in 1799," Lobis said. 
"The idea of vision, how we 
perceive the world around us and 
the visionary, the potential for 
one's imagination to interpret and 
transcend life's cruel realities, are 
both dramatically explored by 
Goya in this series, which also 
represents a landmark in the ex­
pressive capabilities of the print-
making medium." 
She said that "Los Ca­
prichos" literally translated from 
Spanish means "The Caprices." 
The exhibition will be on display 
until Jan. 17. 
See GOYA, page 2 
MARY BETH BARKER/ THE VISTA 
Seniors Britt Heady, Rebecca Timmerman, Tess Bertin and Irene Selig enjoyed an evening beer Tuesday. 
Terraza new hot spot on campus 
JULIAN ANTHONY 
MANAGING FDITUR 
La Gran Terraza opened 
its doors to the community on 
Sunday for its premiere brunch, 
bringing in a crowd of over 150 
patrons. The new restaurant, 
located in the University Center 
where the cafeteria previously 
was, features a lounge area called 
O'Toole's that will serve beer and 
wine, a grand dining room and a 
terrace eating area. 
The opening proved suc­
cessful, with more than 60 diners 
over the expected 100 attending 
brunch. There are some kinks to 
work out, as problems with the 
operating systems significantly 
slowed down processes between 
servers and the kitchen, prolong­
ing the time food took to reach 
the tables, but the staff is working 
to improve the situation as soon 
as possible. 
The atmosphere is warm and 
ornate. O'Toole's features lounge 
chairs next to a fireplace, two 
large televisions for your view­
ing pleasure and a handsome bar 
area, complete with bar stools. 
The grand dining room and ter­
race both feature attractive and 
comfortable furniture, including 
heaters and umbrellas outside. It 
maintains the overall atmosphere 
of the university while integrating 
the mood of an upscale restau­
rant. 
The night before the grand 
opening, the Founder's Gala cel­
ebrating the university's 60th an­
niversary was held in the space, 
which raised more than double 
the goal of $250,000 for student 
scholarships. Monday's patrons 
were largely the student popula­
tion, mostly graduate students, 
enjoying tapas and drinks while 
watching Monday Night Football. 
The bar area also filled up with 
students on Tuesday night enjoy­
ing the new addition to campus 
life. 
Senior Ryan Conly said, "It's 
a great atmosphere where up-
perclassmen can gather and hang 
See TERRAZA, page 3 
United Front gives USD a taste of many traditions 
CHRISTINE IMPERATORE 
STAFF WRITER 
This weekend USD students 
can get a little taste of some of the 
many cultures that are represented 
on campus. 
On Nov. 21 from 6:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m., the United Front Mul­
ticultural Center will host their 
annual Multicultural Showcase in 
the University Center Forum. 
The UFMC houses many dif­
ferent student-run organizations. 
According to their mis­
sion statement, the United Front 
"engages the University of San 
Diego community in exploring 
and affirming the unique identity 
of each person. 
"The center fosters an en­
vironment where student lead­
ers feel empowered to become 
change agents for social justice 
and builds relationships with fac­
ulty, staff and students to develop 
a foundation that honors and 
values diversity." 
Saturday, United Front or­
ganizations such as the Filipino 
Ugnayan Student Organization, 
also known as FUSO, and the 
Black Student Union, or BSU, 
will gather to continue the mis­
sion that was started in 1993 by 
five core organizations. 
Attendees of the Multicul­
tural Showcase will get to watch 
a skit, dance or video clip from 
each organization. 
The groups have chosen a 
visual element that they feel best 
represents their heritage. There 
will also be food that is represen­
tative of each organization. 
According to sophomore and 
United Front programmer Diana 
Rodriguez Agiss, the main goal of 
this event is to share the traditions 
of each multicultural organization 
housed in the United Front Multi­
cultural center through art. 
As the event's page reads, "it 
is through the arts, the sharing of 
our traditions without any stigmas 
or stereotypes, that the beauty 
of unique heritages and cultural 
distinctness can be most easily 
transmitted and appreciated." 
Senior Alison Pringle, back 
from a year abroad, is especially 
looking forward to the event. 
"It should be fun to sort of 
revisit some of the cultures that I 
experienced last year," she said. 
"If you haven't had a chance 
to study abroad, I think this 
would be a great alternative and 
you won't even need to leave the 
campus." 
According to Giss he Mul­
ticultural Showcase is sure to be 
both informative and entertain­
ing. She said everyone should 
attend because "there will be 
food, friends, and fun!" 
Blandia promotes 
peace in Sudan 
JESSICA TISHUE 
STAFF WRITER 
On Oct. 22,Zeinab Blandia, a 
Muslim peacemaker from Sudan, 
concluded the woman PeaceMak-
er program in the Joan B. Kroc 
Institute for Peace & Justice. 
"I think the PeaceMaker 
program has been a great way to 
get outside perspectives on world 
issues," senior Jasmin Hogan 
said. 
Blandia educated IPJ audi­
ence members on the current 
"Holy Jihad" in Sudan, including 
her proactive steps towards creat­
ing peace in the Nuba Mountains. 
According to Blandia, Nuba is 
an extremely volatile, arid area 
of land in Southern Sudan. Over 
the past 12 years, 300,000 lives 
have been lost in a "Holy Jihad" 
between Northern and Southern 
Sudan. 
"The political turmoil in 
Sudan has clearly been on the 
world's center stage for quite 
some time now, and with good 
reason," sophmore Jessica Lit-
vack said. "I think it's really un­
fortunate that thousands of people 
are killed between the Sudanese 
military and government every 
day. Since the genocide in Darfur 
has become really prevalent now, 
in America at least, we might get 
more involved." 
Violent political and religious 
differences between Northern and 
Southern Sudan make attempts 
at peacemaking difficult. Unre­
solved differences foster mistrust 
and violence between the two 
regions. 
Throughout Sudan's blood-
filled "Holy Jihad," indigenous 
Nuba citizens have been uprooted 
and forced to move to Omdur-
man. Blandia was one of the 
many Nuba citizens forced from 
her home into Omdurman. 
Upon returning to Sudan, 
Blandia established Ruya, also 
known as "vision." Ruya is a 
group that works to cultivate 
women PeaceMaker ambassadors 
so they can go on to create peace 
throughout Sudan. 
Her latest project for Ruya is 
training illiterate women in solar 
engineering so they can spread it 
to various regions of Sudan. 
"Zeinab Blandia's work is 
what peacemaking is all about," 
senior Rachel Stevens said. "Her 
grassroots approach to resolving 
conflict in Sudan has impacted the 
lives of many people displaced by 
the conflict. It is amazing that she 
can put aside her own struggle 
and help others. The new com­
munity of Sudan that Blandia is 
helping to create is going to be 
the group of people that bring 
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ANNE SLAGILL 
NEWS EDITOR 
Word of the Week: 
Motherhood 
NEWS News Editor: Anne Slagill Asst. News Editor: Bernadette Smith aslagill@usdvista.com 
1867 The first stock 
ticker is unveiled in New 
York City, which revo­
lutionizes the market by 
making up-to-the-minute 
prices available to inves- QO 
tors around the country. 
2003 Arnold 
Schwarzenegger is 
sworn in as the 38th 
governor of California 
after a special recall 
election to replace then-
governor Gray Davis. 
1558 Queen Mary I is 
succeeded by her half-
sister Elizabeth as the next 
monarch of England, which 
initiates the literary renais-
r J sance of the Elizabethan 
f\| age. 
1978 People's Temple 
leader Jim Jones leads hun­
dreds of his followers in a 
mass murder-suicide, with a 
cyanide-laced fruit concoc­
tion, at their settlement in 
QQnorthwestern Guyana. 
1863 
1863 At the dedication of a 
cemetery in Gettysburg, Pa., 
President Abraham Lincoln 
delivers one of the most 
memorable speeches in U.S. 
history. 
1820 The American whal­
ing vessel "Essex" capsizes 
after being attacked by an 
80-ton sperm whale, strand­
ing 20 crew members off 
. the coast of South America. 
1995 "Toy Story," the first 
entirely computer-animated 
movie feature, is released 
by Disney and has a gross 
income of $300 million in 
one year. 
1963 Former president 
John F. Kennedy is assassi­
nated after being shot while 
traveling through Dallas, 
Texas. 
Source: History.com >r .  , . Source- Hist 
Dya's art on display at Founders Hall gallery 
6 4  
Experiencing art in person 
s a terrific opportunity for 
research or just pursuing 
the enjoyment of it. 
7 7 
VICTORIA LOBIS 
"I feel about as useless as a 
mom's college degree" 
- Kenneth Parcell, "30 Rock" 
I'm a big fan of "30 Rock" 
and I can definitely appreciate 
the humor of Kenneth's com­
ment from last week's episode. 
Nonetheless, I feel the need to 
address the all-too-common 
social attitude that makes it hu­
morous. 
There are two problematic 
ideas that ought to be straight­
ened out in this case. The first 
is that a woman can't enjoy a 
satisfying intellectual life once 
she starts a family. The second 
is that an educated mother who 
chooses to stay home renders 
her college degree useless when 
she opts out of a career. 
Both of these ideas are com­
pletely unfounded. One need 
only look around campus to see 
mothers of all ages flourishing 
intellectually. USD is home to 
students as well as professors 
who enjoy motherhood along 
with academic careers. 
Other moms stay home, but 
continue to thrive intellectually. 
Women with children have been 
known to contribute to academia 
through media like writing; and 
anyone who has spent copious 
amounts of time with young 
children can attest to the fact 
that little ones ask enough prob­
ing questions to keep even the 
sharpest woman on her toes. 
There is no reason to be­
lieve that a woman's degree 
would be useless should she 
forego the chance at a career. 
In fact, studies show that chil­
dren of educated parents behave 
better and have more extensive 
vocabularies than their peers. 
Even if a woman knew she 
would rather be a stay-at-home 
mom than pursue a career, it 
seems she could still benefit her 
children by earning a degree. 
So why is educated moth­
erhood such a taboo lifestyle 
choice? 
Allow me to propose a hy­
pothetical situation. Suppose a 
young man earns his degree and 
then decides to devote his life to 
the service of others, say in some 
impoverished country, without 
the benefit of a paycheck. 
Would we look down on 
this man for failing to utilize his 
degree to its full moneymaking 
potential? Of course not! So 
why would we think less of a 
degree-holding woman who 
chose to stay home and compas­
sionately serve her children? 
In both cases, the degree 
holder has gained knowledge 
and skills that help with the 
daily requirements of his or her 
chosen lifestyle. 
I'd like to offer my respects 
to all the brilliant women who 
daily choose to wipe dirty bot­
toms, kiss bruised knees and 
stimulate little minds. I doubt 
there is an occupation more 
stimulating and worthwhile than 
that of raising a child. 
GOYA, continued 
"El Sueno de la Razon Pro­
duce Monstrous" (The Sleep of 
Reason Produces Monsters) is 
often considered the centerpiece 
of the collection. The piece depicts 
a man, who represents reason, 
with his head buried in his arms 
in a deep sleep while demons omi­
nously multiply around him. This 
embodies the corruption and dete­
rioration Goya viewed in society 
in 1799. 
The collection is also consid­
ered experimental because Goya 
made these prints using a tech­
nique called aquatint, which was 
new for his time period. 
Lobis says that Goya's work 
bridges end of neoclassicism and 
the beginning of European Ro-
NATIALE NEWMAN 
STAFF WRITFR 
ATLANTIS HEADS TOWARD 
SPACE STATION 
The space shuttle Atlantis 
launched into space Monday af­
ternoon in order to deliver impor­
tant spare parts that will prolong 
the life of the International Space 
Station. 
The shuttle departed from 
the Kennedy Space Center near 
Cape Canaveral. This delivery is 
intended to add years to the life of 
the space station after the fleet of 
space shuttles is retired next year, 
according to NASA. 
Monday's launch is one of six 
that are planned before that date. 
The 11-day mission will deliver 
parts for the systems that prevent 
the space station from overheating 
or falling through space, NASA 
reported. 
"We're taking the big ones," 
said Brian Smith, the lead space 
station flight director. 
"And not only are they the 
big ones- they're the ones deemed 
most critical. That's why they're 
manticism. She explained that the 
meaning of this collection is still 
relevant today because its themes, 
such as injustice, are universal. It 
appears as though Goya took pains 
to make the people in the prints 
appear somewhat anonymous 
so that they can be applicable to 
anyone anywhere. This makes 
them timeless and relevant today 
for USD students. 
Lobis said she hopes that stu­
dents will take this opportunity to 
appreciate the prints and realize 
that it is particularly special to 
have these on campus because an 
opportunity like this is not avail­
able at many universities. "Expe­
riencing art in person is a terrific 
opportunity for research or just 
pursuing the enjoyment of it," she 
said. 
going up first." 
The mission will include the 
installation of two platforms to 
the station's backbone. These plat­
forms will be used to hold spare 
parts to sustain station operations. 
Other items that will be deliv­
ered include nitrogen and ammo­
nia tanks, a high-pressure gas tank 
and a robotic arm. 
DISAGREEMENT OVER 
TRIALS FOR SEPT. 11 
SUSPECTS 
The decision to try Khalid 
Sheikh Mohammed, mastermind 
of the Sept. 11 attacks, along with 
four other suspects, in a New York 
courtroom instead of in a military 
tribunal has created disagreement 
between the differing ends of the 
political spectrum. 
Attorney General Eric Hold­
er's decision to try the suspects in 
a civilian court as a demonstration 
of America's justice was praised 
by Democrats and criticized by 
Republicans. 
"We have a judicial system 
that's the envy of the world," 
Senate Judiciary Committee Chair-
The Print Study Room will be 
open to students on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
in Founders 102. Those who visit 
may view any of the prints from 
the university's permanent col­
lection. The prints date from the 
man Patrick Leahy, D-Vermont, 
said. "I don't think we should run 
and hide and cower. Let's use our 
system." 
However, Republican Senator 
Judd Gregg of New Hampshire 
questioned why foreigners and 
alleged terrorists who are at war 
with the United States should be 
given the same full judicial rights 
as U.S. citizens. Former New 
York City mayor Rudy Giuliani 
said that a New York court trial 
would cause unnecessary stress 
and expense for the police force of 
the city. 
Holder announced the deci­
sion on the trial Friday, saying that 
he expected all five suspects to be 
tried together. He also said that he 
expects prosecutors to seek the 
death penalty. 
The trial will be open to the 
public, although portions that deal 
with classified information may be 
closed, Holder said. 
ABORTION POLITICS OVER­
SHADOW HEALTH BILL 
The problem of health care 
and abortion politics has arisen 
1500s through today and are open 
to any majors. 
Another of Goya's print col­
lections, "The Disasters of War," 
is on display at the Joan B. Kroc 
Institute for Peace & Justice Fine 
Arts Gallery until Dec. 12. 
again, as religious abortion rights 
supporters demand changes to 
legislation recently passed by the 
House of Representatives. 
Members of the Religious 
Coalition for Reproductive Choice 
will hold a news conference call­
ing on the Senate to alter specific 
language in the House bill that 
places explicit restrictions on fed­
eral funding for abortion. 
The coalition is comprised 
of representatives of a variety of 
Catholic, Protestant and Jewish 
groups, among others. "Our health 
care system should be inclusive 
and respectful of diverse beliefs 
and decisions regarding childbear-
ing," the group said in a state­
ment. 
Religious leaders have been 
split over the issue of abortion. The 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish­
ops successfully pushed to amend 
the House bill to prohibit abortion 
coverage in a government-run 
health insurance policy. 
Current law restricts the fed­
eral funding of abortions to cases 
of rape, incest or to save the life of 
the mother. 
Source: CNN 
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NOV. 10 - NOV. 17 
Nov. 10 
Location: BARCELONA AREA 
At 9:06 a.m.. Public Safety received 
a report of a suspicious voicemail left on 
an office line. An individual not affiliated 
with the university had left a voicemail 
expressing frustration that he had not been 
contacted back by the office. Public Safety 
has attempted to contact the individual; this 
case has been referred to SDPD. 
Nov. 10 
Location: PUBLIC SAFETY 
At 11:23 a.m., Public Safety received a 
report of threatening text messages. Upon 
investigation, a student allegedly threatened 
another student via text message. This case 
was referred to Student Discipline. 
Nov. 12 
Location: SERRA HALL 
At approximately 8:22 p.m.. Public 
Safety received a vandalism report. An un­
known individual had drawn a phallus and 
offensive words in ballpoint pen on a chair. 
The markings were removed and there was 
no permanent damage. 
Nov. 13 
Location: TORERO WAY AT THIRD 
LEVEL TRAFFIC CIRCLE 
At 9:14 p.m., Public Safety received a 
report that a female individual was vomit­
ing in the restroom at a university sporting 
event. The individual was identified as a 
student, and found to be too intoxicated to 
care for herself. The student was voluntarily 
transported to Detox (BAC .151). 
Nov. 14 
Location: MAHER HALL 
At 10:27 p.m.. Public Safety responded 
to assist Maher security personnel with a 
male non-student who was attempting to 
access the residential floors to see a female 
resident. The non-student was not cooperat­
ing, and left campus with his acquaintance. 
Nov. 16 
Location: JCP - WEST PARKING LOT 
At 9:34 a.m., Public Safety observed a 
vehicle drive over an embankment, causing 
minor property damage to the university. A 
visitor had fallen asleep at the wheel and 
had driven his vehicle over the embankment. 
There were no injuries reported, and only the 
landscaping of the embankment sustained 
minor damages. 
Nov. 16 
Location: UNIVERSITY CTR LOT 
At 10:17 a.m., Public Safety received a 
report that a Parking Services personnel was 
struck by a vehicle while he was attempting 
to obtain the owner's information. The driver 
of the vehicle had allegedly threatened the 
Parking employee by revving his engine, 
and lurching toward the employee. The ve­
hicle made contact with the employee's leg. 
SDPD was contacted. 
Nov. 17 
Location: ALCALA VISTAS WEST LOT 
At 7:31 a.m., Public Safety received a 
report of a vehicle displaying a stolen park­
ing permit. Upon investigation, one student 
was cited for being in possession of a stolen 
parking permit. 
MARY BETH BARKER/ THE VISTA 
ABOVE: Erik Johnson sits down for a drink. BELOW: Max Foley 
orders at the bar. 
La Gran Terraza now open 
TERRAZA, continued 
out," while senior Mark Gallinaro 
said, "It's a classier Pennant." 
Vice President for Student Af­
fairs Carmen Vazquez said, "Over­
all it was a successful opening. 
The original intent [of the Hahn 
University Center remodeling]... 
was to enhance the opportunity 
for community on campus, and I 
certainly see that all of the spaces 
offer comfortable and fun places 
for [the community] to gather." 
The restaurant is open to stu­
dents, faculty, staff and friends of 
the university. It will be open for 
lunch from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
and dinner 5 to 9 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, with happy hour 
tentatively Mondays from 5 to 6 
p.m. 
It is also open for Sunday 
brunch from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
during which the restaurant hopes 
to attract the church crowd from 
Prendergast returns to university 
CHRISTOPHER HANNEKE 
•STAFF WRITFR 
In an effort to raise aware­
ness of the conflict in Africa, the 
university welcomed human rights 
activist and the first Joan B. Kroc 
Peace Scholar John Prendergast as 
an honorary resident from Nov. 11 
through Nov. 25. Students, along 
with anyone else who is interested, 
are encouraged to take advantage 
of his office hours and ask ques­
tions they may have regarding the 
appalling genocide and crimes 
against humanity in Africa. 
This marks the third year in 
a row that he has visited the USD 
campus. Elisa Lurkis, director of 
development and community rela­
tions for the Joan B. Kroc Institute 
for Peace and Justice, said it is 
important to bring back a humani­
tarian like Prendergast. 
"USD's graduate program is 
unique in that we provide research 
training along with practical train­
ing on the ground. Bringing a 
humanitarian like John allows our 
students to have a valuable first­
hand experience with someone 
who has had that practical train­
ing," she said. 
On top of being a humanitar­
ian, Prendergast is the author of 
eight books on Africa, including 
a New York Times bestseller "Not 
on Our Watch," which he co-
authored with actor Don Cheadle. 
The book went on to win NAACP 
non-fiction book of the year. He 
was also a part of the documentary 
"3 Points," which he presented 
last Wednesday at the IP J and dis­
cussed afterwards. In introducing 
the film. Father Headley explained 
that the University of San Diego 
brought Prendergast to the school 
"because of his practice in peace 
study." 
The film itself follows NBA 
superstar Tracy McGrady through 
his trip to the refugee camps in 
eastern Chad, which has been 
right in the middle of the genocide 
in Darfur. The film presents a har­
rowing look at the effects of the 
violence in these African regions. 
In the film, McGrady asks 
perhaps the most important ques­
tion of all, "Who comes to their 
[Africa's] aid?" Prendergast's 
answer is simple, "It should be us, 
but it's not." 
These are the questions that 
Prendergast has come to answer 
at universities such as USD. In 
the film, he goes on to explain that 
help is being given, but it is not 
nearly enough. Perhaps the most 
promising quote comes near the 
end of the film when he says "The 
seed is there, we'll see how fast 
that tree can grow." 
During the discussion that 
followed the film, Prendergast was 
asked to explain what can be done 
to stop the conflict. He stressed 
the importance of a diplomatic 
intervention. He said that sending 
in troops to fight the rebel forces 
is only a short term solution, but 
that in order to stop the violence 
for good, "we have to go in there 
and have diplomatic talks with the 
leaders." 
Prendergast belongs to nu­
merous groups which further pro­
mote his message of hope for the 
decimated African regions. He is 
the co-founder of an organization 
called ENOUGH, and with the 
help of Tracy McGrady he opened 
up another foundation known as 
the Darfur Dream Team. This 
group features athletes and other 
famous figures that have helped to 
open over 325 schools in Africa. 
The group has opened up 
countless chapters in universities 
across the country, including the 
STAND chapter here at USD. The 
chapters work closely with the 
African schools to help pay for ne­
cessities such as school supplies, 
classrooms, teachers' salaries and 
anything else that may help the 
schools provide the finest educa­
tion possible. 
The final call to action that 
Prendergast made in his discus­
sion was to the U.S. government. 
He asks that anyone with any in­
terest in the situation write to their 
Congressional Representatives 
and urge them to "sign this letter 
to increase pressure on the Presi­
dent to make this issue a top prior­
ity during his visit [to China]." 
According to Lurkis, Pren­
dergast, who used to work for 
the Clinton administration as the 
director of African Affairs at the 
National Security Council, "is at a 
point now where he is more effec­
tive with a president like Obama" 
whose policy of "change" brings 
hope to those who have not lost 
faith despite the grim conditions 
in Africa. 
According to Prendergast, 
"These are the beginning stages 
we're in, there's a lot more that 
needs to be done." 
For additional information on 
what needs to be done, visit Pren­
dergast during his office hours in 
KIPJ Suite 113 through Nov. 25 
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Lisicky gives reading at Kroc IPJ 
What Grinds My Gears 
"Time" 
You know what really grinds 
my gears? Time. 
It slips through our fingers, 
it goes way too fast, it flies when 
you're having fun and it slows 
down for no man (or woman). 
Sometimes I get a legitimate feel­
ing of anger in my chest when I 
think about it. Only the old ap­
preciate youth, you never miss 
something until it's gone. Why is 
it so hard to live right here, right 
now? 
1 can clearly remember my 
first week of my freshman year of 
college. My mom and dad cried, 
my sister gave me a warm pat on 
the back and I ushered them out 
the door with a smile full of ex­
pectation and excitement. 
Now, three-and-a-half years 
have gone by, and what I have 
experienced has been more than 
I ever could have expected, more 
exciting than any previous jour­
ney. 
I tried to appreciate every 
moment, every new friendship, 
every lesson learned the hard 
way, but here I am, at the end of 
my college experience, grasping 
at memories and experiences that 
have already passed me by. 
"These are the best years of 
your lives." They certainly have 
been for me, though I hope, since I 
count on having a long and indul­
gent life ahead of me, that these 
are only some of the best. 
Either way, Time, you need to 
chill out. I'm not ready to be an 
adult yet. I'm not ready to be that 
kid that is just a little too old to be 
at the Beachcomber, but goes there 
anyways. I'm not ready to give up 
house parties. I'm not ready to 
work full time. I'm not ready to be 
too old to read Harry Potter, even 
though some people may think I 
already am. 
I am ready to be done with 
papers and tests and the monotony 
of busy work. But I'm not ready 
to leave the school just when they 
open up a sweet new pub! 
I guess all I can do is enjoy 
these amenities while I can. I'm 
already having nightmares of 
coming back for my 10-year 
reunion, wildly rich, successful 
and still shockingly beautiful, of 
course, and turning to my fellow 
classmates who have also aged 
with the utmost grace and saying, 
"I remember when O'Toole's had 
just opened up." Of course by then 
USD will probably have a space 
station on campus so my story 
won't even compare. 
Time, you foil me at every 
turn. When it's the week of the 
premiere of "New Moon," you 
crawl by at a snail-like pace, but 
when I'm watching a meteor 
shower and only desire to savor 
the moment, you run like Bella on 
her way to save Edward from the 
Volturi (enjoy that,Twi-fans). 
Send what is currently 
grinding your gears or 
your burning questions 




Writer Paul Lisicky read pas­
sages of his work Friday night 
at the Joan B. Kroc Institute for 
Peace and Justice Theatre. 
The reading was part of the 6th 
Annual Cropper Writer's Series 
at USD. Lisicky is the author of 
"Lawnboy and Famous Builder." 
His work has appeared in many 
anthologies and magazines. 
Lisicky is a graduate of the 
Iowa Writer's Workshop, and has 
received awards from the National 
Endowment for the Arts, the New 
Jersey State Council on the Arts 
and many other foundations. Li­
sicky lives in New York City and 
has taught at Cornell University, 
NYU, Sarah Lawrence College, 
Antioch University-Los Angeles 
and the University of Houston. 
Professor Joseph Jeon gave 
the first introduction of the eve­
ning and addressed the audience 
with a "state of the Cropper 
Series" report. He said that during 
the six years of the series, USD 
has brought 17 writers to campus, 
including one poet laureate of the 
United States and three Pulitzer 
Prize winners. 
Jeon then turned the micro­
phone over to Professor Brad 
Melekian, who stated that "the 
Cropper Writer's Series is chang­
ing lives in a very real way here 
at USD." 
He cited the increased inter­
est on campus in creative writing 
courses, contests and speakers, 
and said that the Cropper Series 
helps expose students to this kind 
of material. "I think this speaks 
to the enthusiasm for the creative 
writing program here at USD," 
Melekian said. 
He then introduced Lisicky, 
whose work, he said, explores 
issues of identity and finding one­
self. He said that many of Lisicky's 
writings "seem to be suggesting 
that these identity struggles are 
what make us human. In other 
words, you read Lisicky, and you 
feel you're not alone." 
Lisicky began by reading a 
poem entitled "The Night in Ques­
tion," one that he described as 
"another excavation on identity." 
He then presented several 
pieces from "Unbuilt Projects," a 
new compilation that Lisicky said 
is comprised of short, 2 to 4 page 
works that are also "obsessed with 
issues of identity." 
The first piece he read was 
entitled "New Day," which "ex­
amines the relationship between 
loss of memory and loss of iden­
tity," Lisicky said. The writing is 
interwoven with psalm texts, and 
Lisicky said this piece was in­
spired by his mother's dementia. 
A line in the piece read, 
"This is meant to be the story of 
all lives, though I'm talking about 
one life." 
Following his readings, Li­
sicky answered questions from 
the audience. When asked about 
the notion of writing every day, he 
replied that he would love to do 
it, but often it is the case that he 
cannot. "Often we can do our best 
work when we're not trying, when 
we don't have the pressure of the 
blank screen or paper in front of 
us," he said, adding that people 
shouldn't feel obligated to write 
when they don't feel inspired. 
"I think it's important not to 
harness ourselves to one notion." 
However, Lisicky said that when 
he finds himself too busy to write, 
he begins to go a little crazy. 
"Writing is like my prayer or rec­
ognition of the world around me, 
and I think we should do it as often 
as we can." 
Another audience member 
asked Lisicky if, since he writes 
about subjects close to him, he 
ever fears about invading some­
one's privacy. He replied that it is 
a constant concern and said that 
when he worries about a particular 
subject matter too much, he dis­
cusses it with the person in ques­
tion. "It's honestly so hard to know 
what's going to push somebody's 
buttons," Lisicky said. "The writer 
is unable to predict it." 
Lisicky said that fiction and 
non-fiction feel less different the 
more he writes them, and finds 
that more and more, he wants the 
two to merge. About his memoir, 
"Famous Builder," he said he did 
not write it out of a desire to talk 
about himself or his family, but 
rather because "it gave me access 
to a different voice, one that was 
warmer and more immediate." 
He also said that "Lawnboy," 
although not autobiographical, 
comes across to the reader as 
being that way. 
Winners of the Lindsey J. 
Cropper creative writing contest 
were announced at the reading. 
Margo Wilding presented the 
award for fiction to Jacqueline 
Bracken. An award for poetry was 
presented to a writer whose name 
was not available at press time. 
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Lady GaGa 
A few weeks ago, Ryan 
Sidhoo, one of our Sports edi­
tors, walked over and grabbed 
my iPod. He proceeded to 
investigate its contents, jocu­
larly chiding me for my rather 
old-fashioned taste in music. 
I do tend to listen to a lot of 
"different" music. 1 love opera 
and it is not unusual to find me 
listening to Ukrainian sacred 
music or Gregorian chant while 
I'm studying. My preferences 
in popular music tend to be 
restricted to big band, though I 
am a huge fan of Irish rebel. I 
must have a punk streak under 
my conservative shell. 
The music we listen to 
provides a portrait of who we 
are as individuals. A song is 
something we can relate to: in 
its lyrics we find inspiration. In 
its melody we find consolation; 
in its rhythm we find a source of 
energy, or lack thereof. Stereo­
types die hard, and though there 
can be surprising exceptions to 
generalizations, an iPod can be 
a window to the soul. 
So, what does it mean if I 
were to say that I've actually 
been enjoying Lady GaGa. It 
sounds bizarre, especially 
coming from me, but I think I'm 
hooked. Let me explain. 
Last week I saw the new 
video of the single for GaGa's 
forthcoming release "The Fame 
Monster." The song is entitled 
"Bad Romance." It's a phenom­
enal success on YouTube with 
nearly 11.5 million views. 
I don't find anything attrac­
tive in GaGa's lyrics themselves; 
they tend to be shallow. I don't 
approve of the many themes 
about which she sings, nor do 
I approve of blatant sexuality. 
But, she doesn't claim to be an 
angel. 
She is insane. Yet, there 
is something appealing in that 
insanity. There is certainly the 
shock element that piques a lis­
tener's interest; "Bad Romance" 
is a magnificent example of this. 
And, while GaGa herself is not 
the best dancer around, the im­
agery and themes, as well as her 
presence, makes it an entertain­
ing experience. Many scenes 
are so laughable, you have to 
watch them a second time to 
be sure you have just seen what 
you think you've seen. A polar 
bear coat with the head still at­
tached? Pure GaGa. 
What is most attractive 
about GaGa is that she does 
have musical talent. She's a 
lot like Madonna or Michael 
Jackson. Being so eccentric, 
she is easy to ridicule. But, 
we shouldn't fail to recognize 
that Stefani Germanotta is no 
Hannah Montana. She was ac­
cepted at Julliard and attending 
the Tisch School of the Arts at 
New York University. Once you 
remove all the digital modifica­
tion, she has a beautiful voice. 
Take a look at the video and 
you'll see what 1 mean. 
I think Lady GaGa is here 
to stay. To quote a good friend 
speaking of her career, "the sky 
is the limit." 
JUSTIN HEDEMARK 
STAFF WRITFR 
Throughout the West, Sunday 
has traditionally been a day of 
worship. From past to present, 
swarms of people continue to 
congregate among their respec­
tive denominations, honoring 
and paying tribute to a myriad of 
characters, idols and heroes held 
in the highest regard. The people 
of whom I speak, however, are 
much more familiar with tailgates 
than the pearly gates. 
I am speaking of the devoted 
and observant masses for which 
the skin of a pig flies as swiftly 
as if it were born on the wings of 
an angel. Yes, I'm talking about 
football fans. Football is perhaps 
the most commercialized, yet 
profitable, sporting enterprise 
in the United States. Millions of 
Americans find themselves in the 
trenches every Sunday, dueling 
between competing foci: church, 
family, sleep and the game. More 
often than not, football finds itself 
the lowest common denominator 
among Americans on a Sunday 
afternoon. Every week, as if on 
pilgrimage, countless individuals 
gather around the television, keep 
warm by the grill or hike through 
mazes of cars, approaching stadi­
ums filled with roaring crowds. 
All of us have our own spe­
cial way of celebrating football. 
I have an autographed picture of 
Jerry Rice hanging on my wall 
that dates from the 49ers' last 
Super Bowl Victory in 1994.1 re­
member many a night spent star­
ing at that photo, longingly wish­
ing for the return of those good 
old days. Sadly, I'm still waiting, 
as I am sure many of you are, for 
my team's return to glory. 
We care so much about our 
teams because of what their play­
ers mean to us. Football teams are 
BRENT TUTTLE 
STAFF WRITER 
The Chinese government 
and I don't often see eye to eye. 
They're well known for their lack 
of respect for basic human rights 
and freedoms, an issue which 
is often overlooked with bliss 
by the world's more fortunate 
populations. While Americans 
sit back and watch as prices con­
tinue to roll back at Wal-Mart, 
the Chinese people can do little 
more than sit and watch as their 
lives are further oppressed by the 
People's Republic and the Com­
munist powers that be. 
Over the past couple of years, 
while the youth of America has 
been busy accumulating an end­
less list of addictions, from reality 
television to World of Warcraft 
and meth to MySpace, the youth 
of China has been hard at work 
ensuring that they too might suc­
cumb to low levels of self-control. 
Most notably, the Chinese seem 
to have themselves hooked on the 
Internet. This has created quite a 
stir for both parents and the Chi­
nese government. 
Parents who find that their 
most beloved tween is hooked 
on A1 Gore's greatest invention 
large, well-funded organizations 
that provide us with entertain­
ment in the form of competition 
and athletic skill. But at the heart 
of this billion-dollar business are 
extremely fortunate and talented 
men who sacrifice their well-being, 
both physical and mental, for our 
benefit and enjoyment. 
Only a handful of star play­
ers rise to the top of the pay scale, 
earning multimillion dollar con­
tracts. The vast majority of NFL 
players earn much less than the 
"franchise" elite. And. unlike Jerry 
Rice or Brett Favre, the average 
NFL player's career lasts between 
three and four years, mainly due 
to injury. The physical demand 
placed on players has always been 
high, but there has been a dramatic 
increase in ferocity in recent years, 
as they attempt to prove their will­
ingness to win at all costs. 
If you leave it all on the field, 
week after week, how much of 
yourself are you left with? For 
many, the cost of victory and its 
pursuit has left them battered, 
broken and bankrupt. Indeed, one 
of the most serious injuries plagu­
ing present and veteran players 
alike is brain damage, often caused 
by severe head trauma. 
Recently, NFL Commissioner 
Roger Goodell appeared before 
Congress to defend the league's 
policies on head concussions. 
During his testimony, Goodell 
failed to acknowledge any con­
nection between head injuries on 
the football field and subsequent 
brain disease. Many studies have 
been commissioned over the past 
fifteen years focusing on this sup­
posed connection. While many 
have presented evidence that sug­
gest a link between concussions 
and other brain injuries, including 
mental complications, the NFL has 
yet to recognize such a correlation. 
Official acknowledgement of the 
(prior to global warming), have 
taken drastic measures to ensure 
that their child may once again live 
a normal life. 
In an effort to permanently 
curb this overwhelming addic­
tion, many parents have sought 
help from professionals at Chinese 
Internet rehabilitation clinics. The 
only problem is that there is no 
Mandarin word for rehab; instead, 
the Chinese are left with no choice 
but to turn to the closest alternate 
in their dictionary: concentration 
camp. 
Over 200 such "camps" exist 
in China, specializing in "treat­
ments" for Internet disorders. By 
treatment, 1 don't mean the "let's 
talk about what's bothering you" 
therapy that our spoiled little ad­
dicts might receive here in the 
United States. Children who find 
themselves too frequently updat­
ing their Facebook status in China 
can expect to face a wide variety of 
harsh repercussions. For example, 
Deng Senshan, a 15-year-old boy 
checked into an Internet rehab last 
"August, was beaten to death just 
10 hours after his arrival. 
A few days later, Pu Liang, 
another teenager trying to kick 
his cyber demons to the curb, was 
hospitalized as a result of water in 
possibility of a connection would 
go a long way in the education and 
protection of football players at all 
levels of the game, not just in the 
NFL. 
Chairman John Conyers (D-
Mich.) was recently quoted in the 
New York Times (Oct. 28,2009) as 
saying that, "We need an expedi­
tious and independent review of 
all the data [concerning traumatic 
brain injury]." He went on to frame 
the issue as a matter of life and 
death for professionals and others 
alike. "I say this not simply because 
of the impact of these injuries on 
the 2,000 current players and more 
than 10,000 retirees associated 
with the NFL and their families, I 
say it because of the effect on the 
millions of players at the college, 
high school and youth levels." 
I agree with Conyers. The 
connection between traumatic head 
injury and the later development 
of neurological problems is a no 
brainer. Some say it's just part of 
the game; injuries are inevitable in 
such a fast, physical and demand­
ing sport. Even if this were true, it 
is no excuse to not educate players 
When you take into consider­
ation the fact that for decades the 
vast majority of information to 
which the Chinese had access was 
found in a small red book, written 
by a man who ruthlessly extermi­
nated 50 to 70 million people, this 
sort of infatuation with internet 
rehabilitation makes sense. 
It's only natural that the Chi­
nese, now the world's largest In­
ternet-using population, are going 
to be intrigued with the diversity 
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about the danger and prolonged 
damage of brain injury. 
In a sport where masculinity 
and power are held in the highest 
regard, a climate of denial and 
concealment of injury is accepted 
as normal practice. This doesn't 
mean that all players are ignorant 
of the danger of the sport, rather, 
that society could do better in serv­
ing and protecting our athletes and 
their families. 
The NFL is due some credit 
for their increased awareness of 
players' safety and the implemen­
tation of more stringent rules about 
helmet to helmet contact and un­
necessary roughness. 
That being said, the next time 
you find yourself engrossed in a 
Sunday or Monday night matchup, 
just think about who is going to 
come out a winner twenty years 
down the line. We need to remain 
conscious of the pitfalls and perils 
that millions of players face in their 
pursuit of football and the emula­
tion of the brave men who do battle 
on that hallowed ground where the 
battle will rage on long after the 
final whistle sounds. 
ishment in the treatment of internet 
addicts. When the Chinese govern­
ment publicly announces an effort 
to step in to ensure that some basic 
human rights are enforced, it goes 
without saying that the severity of 
what goes on behind the curtain at 
these rehab clinics is even uglier 
than we can imagine. 
In the end. these camps need 
to return their operation manuals 
to Guantanamo Bay and reform 
their ways of curing "addiction." 
Chinese fail to adequately protect human rights 
his lungs and kidney failure. Less 
fortunate souls who were subjected 
to the early days of China's cyber 
rehabs underwent even crueler 
punishments, including electro-
shock therapy, which was only 
banned by the Chinese Ministry of 
Health in July of this year. 
4 m 
Over 200 such 
of information and opinions avail­
able through the World Wide Web. 
But a thirst for knowledge should 
never be followed by physical or 
mental punishments. 
Luckily, China's Ministry of 
Health has recently stepped in and 
banned any form of physical pun-
camps exist 
in China, specializing in 
"treatments" for 
Internet disorders... 59 
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We know The Vista is 
often critical of USD and its 
many recent changes, but the 
new pub, O'Toole's, is some­
thing of which The Vista staff 
unanimously approves. 
Upon entering the pub 
we thought, "This isn't the 
caf." It's true. No more all-
you-can-eat burnt burgers 
and goop of the day. Instead, 
a roaring fireplace under the 
statuesque USD seal and the 
marble countertop of the bar 
greet your eyes. And then, 
you see them; the multitude of 
beers and wines nestled inside 
the frigid ice box, waiting 
to quench the thirst of every 
hardworking USD student (who's 
over 21, of course). 
Next, your eyes settle on 
the large television screen, play­
ing the game you couldn't see at 
home because you can't afford 
cable. Suddenly, a plate of deli­
cious tapas is placed in front of 
you. Is this heaven? 
No, this is O'Toole's, the 
newest installment of the remod­
eling of the Hahn University 
Center. It is connected to La Gran 
Terraza restaurant, a surprisingly 
affordable establishment right in 
the center of campus that looks 
like a fine dining experience you 
could find downtown. 
For all of the upper classmen 
who are too cool to hang out on 
campus anymore, the pub offers a 
place for older students to spend 
time outside of class enjoying our 
on-campus amenities. A long day 
of classes and tests can't be that 
bad when you have an ice cold 
beer waiting to warm you up and 
make everything better. 
For those students wor­
ried about an alcohol limit, it's 
a myth. That's right, unless you 
demonstrate immature conduct, 
O'Toole's won't cut you off after 
three drinks. The pressure of your 
peers watching is an added incen­
tive to stay in control. It's a small 
school. 
Other than the excitement of 
drinking on campus, the pub has 
the potential to bring lovers to­
gether. Just a small skip, hop and 
a jump away and the two of you 
are unknowingly walking into 
your first date. However, beware 
of your fellow scholars moving 
in on your romantic moment to 
break up your conversation and 
join the party. 
This is the best aspect of all. 
Walking in you are almost guar­
anteed to see someone you know. 
It soon will become our own local 
hangout spot, where we can ex­
change stories with our favorite 
bartenders. 
Although it is slightly more 
chic than other college bars in 
the nation, we are pleased we 
finally have a place to sit down 
on campus, have a brew and 
watch the Toreros do battle on 
ESPN. 
No, the menu does not 
offer 10-cent wings, but the 
fact that USD students finally 
have a location at which to 
whet their pallet is a start. 
Maybe when we return in 10 
years the pub will be an even 
better student hangout with 
Toroero memorabilia and USD 
colors, creating a place for any 
student to relax and enjoy 
being a college student with 
the added adult perk of sipping 
a beer. 
When it comes to healthy habits, regular sleep is vital 
Consistent sleeping patterns help the body fight infection and keep the mind fresh for studying 
free time to party. 
We've reached the point at 
which many students are trying to 
make up for an entire semester of 
missed work. 
Now is the time for a lot of 
stimulants, hours of studying, and 
little sleep. Rather than slamming 
those energy drinks and coffee, or 
cramming through the night, just 
try cracking into your workload a 
little early. 
Most importantly, keep up 
your normal sleep patterns. Suf­
ficient sleep and eagerness in 
completing our assignments early 
will keep us from getting sick, 
improve our grades and give us 
more time to party. 
I understand that it's easier 
said than done. But I'm gonna 
give it a go. Who's with me? 
Letters to the Editor 
The Vista encourages letters 
to the editor and commen­
tary from students, faculty, 
staff, administration and the 
community. 
Letters and commentaries 
should be sent to letters® 
usdvista.com. They will 
go directly to the editor-in-
chief and the opinion editor. 
Correspondance should be 
limited to 300 words and 
must include verifiable 
contact information. Letter 
content is subject to editing 
for clarity and style. 
The Vista does not publish 
anonymous letters, those 
addressed to a third party or 
letters in poor taste. 
The views expressed in the Opinion Section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body. 
AARON LEVINE 
.STAFF WRITFR 
Sleep is essential. How else 
could students survive cramming 
for tests while still making it out 
on the town. That pre-party power 
nap is essential. Many students 
are stressed during finals and 
midterms and have a difficult time 
getting consistent sleep. Sleeping 
plays an integral part in the func­
tioning of our brains. If we are not 
well rested, we will not per­
form well, mentally 
or physically. 
I've no­
ticed a clear lack 
of sleep among 
many of the stu­
dents here at USD. 
It affects not only 
performance in the 
classroom, but leads 
to greater susceptibil­
ity for sickness. 
With the seasonal 
and H1N1 strains of 
the flu breaking out all 
over the place, I'm sure 
that everyone wants to 
avoid getting sick. With 
the end of the semester 
and finals quickly ap­
proaching, no one 
can afford to miss 
class. 
So, what 









all you have to do 
is sleep longer. 
The more time 
we spend sleeping, the 
more efficient our time 
wouldn't it be better if we didn't 
have to lose any nights of sleep? 
The easy solution is to simply 
not procrastinate. Start working 
on things earlier, when you do 
have free time. Yet, how can you 
motivate ourselves to do that? 
Answer: sleep, and sleep a lot. 
The more you sleep, the more pro­
ductive your time will be. You'll 
soon find yourself with better 
grades and more 
spent on school work will be. As 
more efficient students, we'll have 
more free time in the evenings to 
do whatever it is that we want to 
do. Though it seems counter-intu­
itive, if you just sneak in a little 
sleep you'll be able to do more 
in a shorter time the next day, 
allowing you to get even more 
sleep. You can't lose. 
You may be thinking 
to yourself, "I've 
pulled a lot of all-nighters and 
it's been working out fine. What's 
the big deal?" I understand that 
concern. We've all suffered 
through many an all-nighter; we 
all procrastinate. But, 
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Food fight leads to arrests 
BEVERLY HUTCHINGS 
STAFF WRITFR 
25 middle school students at Perspec­
tives Charter School's Calumet Campus in 
Chicago, 111. were arrested last Thursday. 
You might expect me to tell you that they 
were doing drugs in the bathrooms, spray 
painting walls or were caught having an 
orgy in an unlocked classroom. You'd be 
disappointed if that were the case. The real 
reason for their arrest is much less scan­
dalous. These 25 pre-teens were arrested, 
booked and jailed for their participation in a 
cafeteria food fight. 
When the incident began, an on-
campus police officer couldn't handle the 
hooligans himself and felt the need to call 
for backup. A rather large number of police 
officers ended up at the scene and proceeded 
to make the arrests. Reports have surfaced 
that the students in question sat in a Chicago 
police station for hours before they were 
even allowed to notify their parents. Since it 
record until they turn 17. Parents are con­
cerned that their children will now have a 
hard time applying for a job or getting into 
college. 
I'm sure that there was no better way 
for those arresting police officers to spend 
their day. There couldn't be any better use 
for my tax dollars. Forget educational in­
struction or health care services; let's go 
after kids being kids. And I'm sure that 
none of those children sustained any psy­
chological injuries from the incident. 
The ultimate lesson that these kids 
should glean from this unfortunate turn 
of events is something I didn't learn until 
high school: do not sit in the cafeteria. To 
do so is the fastest way to get drenched in 
Gatorade, balogna sandwiches and greasy 
french fries. At my high school, every day 
mobs of students ran from the cafeteria 
into the quad, dodging flying water bottles 
and scraps of food. By the time security ar­
rived, it was too late: the damage was done 
and the offenders had dispersed. 
4 4 The ultimate lesson that these kids 
should glean from this 
unfortunate turn of events is... 
do not sit in the cafeteria. 9 5 
seems that arresting the middle school chil­
dren, putting them in the back of a police 
car, taking their mug shots and having them 
sit in jail for hours was not enough of a 
punishment, school officials have decided 
to suspend all the implicated students for 
two days. All 25 students now face reck­
less conduct misdemeanor charges. Even if 
these charges are dropped, each student will 
have that intended charge on their juvenile 
Still, who hasn't participated in a good 
food fight at least once in their life? Rather 
than calling for backup and mug shots, the 
school should have pulled out the mop, 
buckets and washcloths. Arresting the kids 
will only teach them that adults blow things 
out of proportion. Putting a mop in their 
hands will teach them to clean up their own 
messes and face the consequences of their 
actions. That's a more valuable lesson. 
Fort Hood: The price of war 
JUSTIN HEDEMARK 
STAFF WRITER 
A frightening and horrific scene de­
veloped earlier this month at Fort Hood, an 
army base in Texas, as Major Nidal Malik 
Hasan, age 39, opened fire into a crowd of 
his fellow servicemen at the Soldier Readi­
ness Processing Center. He left 13 dead and 
another 30 wounded. 
The events of Nov. 4 were definitely 
not part of any plan. For the past 8 years, 
the public has been bashed into compla­
cency by constant reports of soldiers killed 
in action throughout the Middle East. As 
tragic and saddening as these reports are, 
we have come to accept them as the price 
of war; casualties are a reality of any armed 
conflict. What the actions of last Thursday 
force us to address, however, is the contin­
ual price thousands of men and women in 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and 
mental anguish are but a sampling of the 
myriad of mental issues thousands of 
military personnel and veterans continue to 
battle here at home. At Fort Hood, the largest 
military base in the world, military leaders 
are now forced to investigate how effective 
mental care can be afforded to deploying 
and returning troops. They will have to learn 
the extent of the potential impact a soldier's 
trauma may cause for himself and those 
around him, including his care providers. 
We can no longer ignore the damage 
inflicted upon all of those unfortunate souls 
involved in armed conflict. As tragic as 
Hasan's actions were, they will prove a much 
needed catalyst in fueling a renewed and vig­
orous debate about the need for war as a part 
our nation's foreign policy. We should not 
try to minimize the devilish and cowardly 
actions of this man. We should merely wish 
4 4 We can no longer ignore the 
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uniform have to face upon their return from, 
or deployment to, the battlefield. 
Hasan, a psychiatrist, was facing 
deployment to a war zone. One can only 
imagine the nightmarish stories he had been 
privy to in counseling soldiers who had 
returned from conflict. He witnessed first­
hand the impact that war can have on those 
doomed to traverse its hellish hallways in 
our defense. His actions bring to light the 
price that our brave soldiers have to pay 
long after the shells stop falling. 
that, through this bloody domestic incident, 
we can confront our complacency and acqui­
escence to those in power, who call for our 
family, friends and loved ones to sacrifice 
their own well being for a contestable cause. 
The price of war is not only paid in the 
sand of Iraq or the hills of Afghanistan. It is 
something more transitory. The shadow of 
death is one we cannot shake. It would serve 
us well to keep this incident in mind when­
ever the drums of war begin to beat and the 
powers that be issue the calf to arms. 
j 
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10 tilings to be thankful for at USD 
MAGGIE KLOS 
FFATIJRE EDITOR 
College students are often encouraged to evaluate the world around them with a critical eye. They become 
more aware of the systems of authority that subconsciously guide their actions and tend to become agitated by these 
systems of authority. They complain, revolt or resist these things that do not benefit the greatest amount of people. 
This thought process is no stranger to the USD campus. Often the primary system of authority students are fighting 
is USD policy. Students complain about the costs of food, parking, inept classrooms and unfair professors. How­
ever, during the holiday season we are asked to give thanks. There is plenty of things students can complain about, 
but there are also parts to campus that make it the reason students choose to stay and become part of the USD 
community. Below are the top 10 things to be thankful for on our often criticized, but essentially quality campus. 
Staff 
The beauty of USD is not created by some magical wand that is waved over­
night to ensure a proper upkeep of the aesthetics of campus. It is created 
by hard-working staff members who work to keep campus beautiful. Daily, 
groundskeepers cut unruly flowers and trim the grass, facilities members take 
out our trash in the dorms and chefs ensure we are eating delicious treats all 
day. Without these people, campus would be less of an oasis. These people 
make our day easier and ensure that we can enjoy our time on campus. 
Architecture 
As a new building is built at USD, expectations form of what the finished product will look 
like. Often, the final building exceeds initial expectations and can be appreciated for not 
only its function but its aesthetics. The buildings on campus are modem yet have an old-
world quality to them that is often not found on the college campuses. The courtyards in the 
SOLES building, the water fountain in front of IPJ and the balconies in the SLP building 
may seem a bit ostentatious, but should be appreciated for helping make campus an enjoy­
able place to walk around. 
Commitment to 
Inclusion 
The University has devoted much time and effort into working to cre­
ate an inclusive and diverse environment on campus. In times when 
inclusion is not carried out, students make sure to have their voice 
heard by authority to ensure that the commitment to inclusion and 
diversity is constantly carried out. The individuals on campus who 
constantly promote an inclusive attitude are the ones we can thank for 
ensuring that the campus establishes an enduring sense of equality. 
Harry Potter Room 
For any Harry Potter fanatic, this special room in the library transports them 
to Hogwarts Academy. Even those who are not big Harry Potter fans can 
appreciate this room. It can be a quiet escape from the social spot otherwise 
known as the back of Copley. The large staircase and long, dark wood tables, 
paired with the hundreds of books adorning the walls, all make the Harry 
Potter room a nice getaway from the fast-paced nature of campus. 
Special Guests 
This semester alone, indie rocker band The Cold War Kids, rapper Sean 
Kingston, humanitarian John Prendergast and many more guests have 
graced USD with their presence. Whether these special visitors are 
brought to campus to entertain or to lecture on an important crisis in the 
world, their talents and wisdom can lift spirits or inspire action. 
Location 
As the campus on top of the hill, USD is situated right in the middle of San Diego with a 
bird's eye view of all it has to offer. From campus you can see a beach to the west and down­
town to the south. It is a day's drive away from Los Angeles., Vegas, San Francisco and even 
Mexico. This prime location allows for adventure and travel to new cities to become feasible 
for a college student, allowing many to explore life outside of the standard college campus. 
Food Variety 
As much as students may complain about the costs of food on campus, there is no denying that there 
is plenty of variety on campus. Where many college campus' main food attractions are a Taco Bell 
stand or a Pizza Hut, USD has chefs cooking made to order food. Eating on campus may be expen­
sive, but it is often delicious and healthy which is not always found in college campus cuisine. 
MAGGIE KLOS/THE VISTA 
Palm Trees 
Palm trees line campus yet they are often unappreciated. The trees are tall, green, 
and lush. From an outsider perspective a palm tree is a cherished piece of nature that 
often signifies relaxation, luxury and freedom. However, students often become so 
stressed and busy that they forget to take a time to look up and appreciate the little 
things that students elsewhere might only dream of. 
Commitment to 
Sustainability 
As much as members of the community want to complain about the thousand dollar 
recycling trashcans placed on campus or about the unruly toilets in the Student Life 
Pavilion, battles must be picked wisely. USD authority has committed themselves to 
creating a more eco-friendly environment. The sustainability task force has installed 
a green roof, created a sustainability garden and have helped departments switch to 
using eco-friendly paper. These sustainability upgrades make it easier for members 
of the USD community to decrease their carbon footprint with little to no effort. 
The Garden of Sea 
Located in the back of campus, this spot is isolated from the busy areas, making it an infre­
quent stop for many students. However, when one ventures past the big doors of the Peace 
and Justice building, a hidden gem awaits in the back. With a reflection pool and view that 
looks over San Diego, this area on campus is a perfect escape from the stress of school. 
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"My loving family, 
great friends 
and good food" 
~Martj beth barlcer 
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"Oh yeah, that band totally 
sold out. They just aren't the 
same band they used to-be. I 
really like their old stuff but 
their new stuff just bugs me." 
Come on. Admit it. We all 
love to talk about how long we 
have known about a band. We 
love to make others around us 
feel that they are out of the loop 
when it comes to our knowledge 
of music. We all like to think 
we discovered some band on a 
secret blog that nobody knows 
about other than true music 
gurus such, as ourselves. 
Get over it. You are not cool 
because you've been listening 
to a band longer than all of your 
friends. The only thing you have 
proved is that you spend the ma­
jority of your time surfing blogs 
and discovering new music. Of 
course, there is nothing wrong 
with spending all day in search 
of a new band to fall in love 
with. It's basically the only way 
to come across original sounds 
these days as the radio now de­
prives us of anything that can't 
be marketed to the mainstream. 
What I don't get is when 
people deny bands they have 
listened to for years just because 
they become popular. Saying 
that a band "sold out" is a term I 
find hard to understand. Does a 
band lose credibility when they 
gather a larger following that in­
cludes a teeny-bopper audience? 
Because a band gets played on 
the radio, does this mean they 
have sold out? 
The best example I can 
give you of a questionable sell­
out band right now are Kings of 
Leon. Kings of Leon released 
their first album back in 2003. 
The band gained notoriety 
throughout Europe and Austra­
lia. Then in 2008, they released 
an album that everyone knows, 
"Only by the Night." This album 
was well received in the United 
States. Unfortunately, it was 
because their sound had been 
tweaked. It was not as raw as the 
previous KOL albums. How­
ever, it wasn't terrible. Gossip 
Girl was happy to feature a few 
of their songs last year on an 
episode. 
I'm not here to argue that 
Kings of Leon are still the same 
"band they were before their 
latest album. They are basi­
cally two completely different 
sounds. What does get on my 
nerves, though, is someone who 
talks about how much they hate 
a band for selling out and how 
happy they are that they listened 
to them before they were well 
known. The truth is, it doesn't 
matter when you heard a band. 
As long as you are hearing the 
band right now at this moment, 
that is all that matters. Music 
never dies. I just recently intro­
duced a friend to The Beatles' 
"White Album." Just because 
you hear it first doesn't make 
you their number one fan. 
Buraka Som Sistema plays the Casbah 
BRENT TUTTLE 
STAFF WRITFR 
Coming off an all-star perfor­
mance at HARD Haunted Mansion 
this past Halloween, the Portuguese 
kuduro-electro group known as 
Buraka Som Sistema decided to 
give Southern California natives an 
encore performance this past Friday 
at the Casbah. 
What's so intriguing and 
unique about this group is their 
fusion of different musical styles. 
It is difficult to accurately give due 
credit to the band and their musical 
masterpieces with words. It's some­
thing that one will only understand 
through experience. 
The band does an excellent 
job of bringing together unfamiliar 
sounds and styles, and having them 
coexist and compliment each other 
in a way which would have never 
been thought possible. Imagine the 
musical love child of a national 
geographic documentary and a 
BBC Radio One Essential Mix; and 
in a nutshell you have Buraka Som 
Sistema. The wild beats of Angolan 
Kuduro music run rampant as the 
electronic sounds of the 21st cen­
tury overlap the vibrations to create 
not just sounds, but a presence. The 
music of Buraka Som Sistema is 
more of an invisible force than it is 
music, mesmerizing and compelling 
crowds to exert all possibly energy 
when and wherever it is heard. 
Friday's performance was 
truly an amazing display of show­
manship and energy. From the back 
comer of the Casbah, the room 
looked more like a force of nature 
than four walls encompassing an 
ocean of sweaty, drunken bodies. 
The flashing lights along with the 
flailing arms, both elements under 
the constant vibration of heavy 
bass, gave those in attendance the 
feeling that they were in the midst 
of a jaw-dropping lightning storm. 
The arms of Buraka's adorers could 
have beenmistaken as bolts as the 
stage lights and bass lines illumi­
nated and shook the whole joint. 
Periodically throughout the musi­
cal monsoon, an over enthusiastic 
fan could be seen perching their 
figure atop the crowd and taking a 
magical carpet ride Casbah style to 
the front of the stage. 
During Friday's storm of 
sound waves, Buraka Som Sistema 
acted as Zeus of the Casbah and 
commanded all the mortals in at­
tendance easily with their uncanny 
style, energy and fusions. The set 
could be best described as one of 
those limited edition super entrees 
from Denny's, perhaps appropriate­
ly titled the music lover's scramble, 
and best consumed deep under the 
influence. The Portuguese super 
group was dropping tracks from all 
sides of the spectrum, ranging from 
Benny Benassi and TC to Rage 
Against the Machine and wishing 
us all farewell with some Guns 
N' Roses. All of these artists were 
of course intertwined and fused 
with Buraka's own music, giving 
the songs extra edge on top of the 
already unique tribal electro sound 
which puts Buraka Som Sistema 
in a category of its own. Simply 
put, don't just listen to but experi­
ence Portugal's finest, Buraka Som 
Sistema. 
The future looks bright for Sherwood 




A recent look back at my 
iTunes and CD rotation for USD 
Radio over the past month led me 
to realize that Sherwood has quick­
ly become a staple in my library. 
Be it because of their recently 
released album or their show two 
weeks ago opening for Hellogood-
bye and Hanson, I feel it's fair to 
say that Sherwood has become one 
of my new favorite artists. Overall, 
October was a big month for the 
band and they're starting to see the 
success of their hard work. 
After their show two weeks 
ago, I spent some time talking to 
Nate Henry, the bassist and lead 
singer for the group. He explained 
to me that the band is in awe of 
the success and praise they've 
received from "QU," their recent 
album. This album, released on 
October 13th, debuted within the 
top 100 on the billboard charts and 
peaked at number nine in the Inde­
pendent Albums. 
In an interview with Joe 
Greenetz, the drummer of the 
group, he explained how reward­
ing it is to see their hard work has 
paid off. Greenetz told me that 
for this release the group "worked 
longer and harder, than any other 
album before." He then explained 
that the group spent seven months 
living in an apartment together, 
compiling over 90 songs to try out 
for the album. When it came time 
to record in the studio, these songs 
were cut down to a collection of 
12, which made the final album. 
As a listener of the album, one 
can notice the variety in the lyrics 
and musical format achieved by 
the band. At times, "QU" has 
gospel style vocals and at others, 
an occasional grittiness can be 
heard in Henry's voice. Jumping 
from track to track, one flips from 
songs with a 1960s surf-rock feel 
to songs laced with more modern 
power-pop guitar work. Overall, 
the aural experience is summed up 
as uniquely Sherwood. 
The band gives a lot of credit 
for the final sound of the album 
to producer Brad Wood, who is 
famous with his work with bands 
such as Sunny Day Real Estate 
and Smashing Pumpkins. Wood's 
work with the band is praised by 
members such as Joe Greenetz for 
working to make the album "soni-
cally impressive yet very organic 
sounding." As a listener, one will 
notice a certain natural and very 
raw quality to the overall album. 
With the band's tour wrapping 
up this week, I asked Greenetz 
what upcoming plans the band 
has. After guitarist Dan Koch gets 
married at the end of this month 
the band plans to head back along 
the West Coast to do radio promo­
tions for "QU." Once that's done, 
the band will likely do a full tour 
again and Greenetz said they're 
even trying to head over to Japan. 
With so much critical praise 
for the new album, I'm sure that 
I blend in as just another person 
raving about how great "QU" is. 
However, I can't encourage you 
enough to head out there and give 
the band a listen. Their new album 
is truly a unique blend of mellow 
moments with a few unquestion­
able rock elements brought in 
along the way. Be sure to check 
out USD Radio for the full audio 
interview with Joe from Sher­
wood. 
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Bundle up, for the weather outside is frightful 
But the clothing is warm and delighful 
VICTORIA FANTOZZI 
STAFF WRITFR 
'Tis the season and deck the 
halls, Halloween has come and 
gone and that can only mean one 
thing - we're on a fast track to 
the holidays. Though Christmas 
decorations have been in stores 
since August, unfortunately (or 
fortunately, depending on your 
opinion) our Southern California 
weather is not as eager for the 
holiday festivities as the rest of 
us. But while those from back 
East are content to wear shorts in 
70-degree weather, relishing in a 
"warm" day, the rest of us native 
San Diegans are ready to break 
out the ski gear when the tempera­
tures drop below 69. We're slowly 
but surely approaching that point, 
so it seems the appropriate time to 
preview this season's cold weather 
accessory trends. 
The most common cold-weather 
accessory on our campus is prob­
ably the scarf. It's difficult to find 
a girl who doesn't love scarves. 
They're warm, chic and let us 
feel as fashionable as the stylish 
Parisians. They can be long, short, 
silk, wool, green, blue or rainbow; 
it's all up to the personal expres­
sion of the individual. Bearing 
that in mind, it's difficult to make 
a statement when it comes to the 
scarf, so this season designers are 
mixing it up and introducing the 
snood. 
A snood is a scarf for all intents 
and purposes, but instead of wrap­
ping it around your neck, it's sold 
pre-wound. It's basically a hollow 
ring of material that you put over 
your head and let rest around your 
neck. It won't drape down your 
body like the typical scarf, so it's 
almost like a cowl neck collar. 
The best part about them is that 
the excess material in the back can 
be put up over your head to act as 
a hood - incredibly convenient in 
a sporadic rain shower. You know 
that feeling when it looks like it 
may rain but you don't want to be 
the nerd dragging your umbrella 
to class? Put on a snood and prob­
lem solved. It's a scarf to keep 
you warm, but in the event that 
it does rain, it'll cover your hair 
like a hood. Burberry is one of the 
leading designers on this trend and 
their snoods cost $295. They are 
classic and iconic, but if you want 
something a little less pricey, Top-
shop has some for under $50. 
Gloves are an accessory we 
don't see much of in San Diego, 
but that's changing with this sea­
son's fingerless glove. This is more 
for style than practicality, but they 
will keep at least half of your hand 
warm if it's cold out. This look 
is very edgy and is most popular 
in leather. The leather fingerless 
gloves actually cover about half of 
each finger. Free People has great 
ones under $30. If you want a 
more classic look, they also come 
in wool. You can get the half-
finger ones at any major depart­
ment store, like Bloomingdales in 
particular, or you can check out 
Chanel's two-toned wool pair for 
$400. 
One of my favorite trends that 
we almost never see in San Diego 
is earmuffs. I know what you're 
thinking, we're not five years old 
and this isn't the snow, but Burb­
erry's check pair will change your 
mind. They come in a variety of 
colors in the classic Burberry print 
- red, black, gray, tan and they're 
wool, so they'll keep you warm. 
They're definitely stylish and cozy 
enough to make you want to travel 
to the snow - or at least dress for 
it on a cold San Diego day. But if 
you don't feel comfortable spend­
ing $ 125 for a few days out of the 
year, there are plenty of cheaper 
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options, such as J. Crew's pair for 
$16. 
Though it may never snow in 
San Diego, we can at least dress 
the part. These accessories will 
keep you cozy (and stylish) as we 
enjoy the few months when it's 
not too hot to trudge up and down 
campus walking to class. 
Girls go gaga for gaudy shoes 
VICTORIA FANTOZZI 
STAFF WRITFR 
Thanks to the new Lady GaGa 
music video for "Bad Romance," I 
found myself in awe of her choice 
of heels displayed throughout the 
video. Upon further investiga­
tion, I found that most if the heels 
in the video were from Alexander 
McQueen's spring 2010 runway 
show. 
Always one to make a scene 
with her wardrobe choices, I was 
fascinated by GaGa's ultra high 
heels. When looking for more in­
formation about the heels, I found 
that they were in fact the highest 
of heels that I have ever seen. 
They are the 10-inch heels that 
each model donned during the 
McQueen fashion show where the 
"Bad Romance" song debuted. 
The one thing I noticed about 
his outlandish shoes was that they 
coincided with multiple design­
ers in the sense that they exhibit 
a new trend for women. Heels are 
getting higher, platforms are get­
ting chunkier, and the decorations 
are getting bolder. Statement heels 
are women's latest trend. 
Heels have always taken a 
backseat in the accessory depart­
ment when it comes to women's 
fashion; lately, however they are 
in the driver's seat. It's no secret 
that Manolo Blahnik's and Jimmy 
Choo's were the chosen favorites 
of the foot fetishes, especially on 
shows like "Sex and the City," but 
artistic styles are now popping up 
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in most designer's collections. 
The trend started in 1993 
when Naomi Campbell donned 
a pair of Vivienne Westwood 10-
inch lace up platforms at a runway 
show. After falling hard on the 
runway, the trend seemed to disap­
pear, only to return recently. 
As high as the heels are, I 
don't think the prices are any dif­
ferent. Louis Vuitton and Chris­
tian Louboutin heels can run up to 
$1,350 if you're lucky. Not many 
people can afford the to-die-for 
look that these heels kick up, but 
you can bet those heel-loving 
celebrities like Victoria Beckham 
and the Olsen twins will be spot­
ted out and about with the killer 
shoes. 
I hate to be one of those 
people who say women are born 
with a love for shoes, but I think 
in time I may become one of them. 
Maybe it started with "Cinderella" 
or maybe it was "Sex and the 
City," but the love is there. I'm 
5' 10", and 1 don't even wear heels 
unless I decide to become the Jolly 
Green Giant, but I can't but help 
appreciate the artistic detail that 
they exhibit. I also have found 
that the weirder the shoe, the more 
unique and desirable it becomes. 
Heels are the one item that can 
be combined with multiple outfits 
and can change a look each time 
they are worn. 
A few of the McQueen heels 
were not attractive and looked like 
10-inch crab claws, and another 
pair looked like a twist between a 
metallic devil and a dragon. How­
ever, it's the creativity that grabs 
my attention. 
Christian Louboutin is an­
other designer who knows the 
key to a woman's happiness lies 
in the detail of a perfect heel. 
His signature shoes, donning the 
famous scarlet sole, have become 
a favorite on the red carpet and to 
those lucky enough to own a pair. 
Many of his designs are intricate 
and delicate, and the others are 
bold and sassy. 
In a perfect world, 1 would 
be able to own them all and wear 
heels without a second thought 
or a hint of pain. But for now I 
will settle for gawking over them 







It used to be the case that 
children would grow up to be 
young adults and continue to live 
at home until they were married. 
Once they were wed they would 
then move on to start a family 
of their own and cultivate their 
own land. Somehow in the last 
century or so, this tradition has 
changed, especially in America. 
It is normal and often encour­
aged that kids leave home as 
soon as they have reached their 
18th year. It is almost like an ad­
dendum to the American dream. 
In most cases, 18-year-olds aren't 
forced out of the house, but peer 
pressure, cultural expectations 
and the strong desire to be inde-
pedent convinces them that this 
is the most sensible next step. 
The idea of leaving home 
as soon as you graduate from 
highschool is so prevalent that 
I never really thought much 
about it until I moved back in 
with my parents last winter. 
Now, strangely enough, I find 
that many of my good friends 
have or are planning on moving 
back home also. It has somehow 
added another dimension to our 
friendships, like we are in an 
exclusive club that most people 
don't know about. We now share 
a common ground with breadth 
and depth that others could never 
understand. 
When talking to people 
who have never experienced the 
"moved back in with my par­
ents" phenomenon, it may seem 
foreign, confusing and perhaps 
even un-American. People's 
minds are flooded with images 
from films like "Step Brothers" 
that feature loser 40-year-old vir­
gins who still live at home. You 
may ask me why anyone would 
want to abandon their newfound 
independence and once again 
live under the same roof as their 
parental units? And it is my job 
to answer you candidly. 
As we all remember, parents 
can be hard to live with. There 
are drawbacks to living at home: 
sneaking in at night so as not 
to wake up Dad, making sure I 
don't smell like cigarettes when 
I return home from concerts 
and bars and constantly telling 
someone where I am going and 
whether or not I will be home for 
dinner. 
With those sometimes bur­
densome restraints, there are also 
many privileges that come with 
living back at home, the most 
obvious of which are living rent 
free, home cooked meals and 
laundry facilities. But besides 
the essentials, I also get to listen 
to my 10-year-old brother play 
"My Heart Will Go On" on the 
clarinet, watch the Food Net­
work with my dad and eat all the 
Halloween candy and blame it 
on my little sister. It also helps 
to have my mom right down the 
hall in case I come down with a 
cold. 
Although the last year has 
had its rocky moments, I have 
found that there are some definite 
perks to living at home. What­
ever the movies may tell you, 
it isn't shameful to move back 
home in a time of need. 





The Christmas music has 
begun. Frosty, Rudolph and Desti­
ny's Child sprinkle my weekends 
with their tinkling silver bells 
and perfectly harmonized holi­
day lyrics. As I put luxe sweaters 
and 1969 jeans in big red paper 
bags, I try to communicate with 
both my fellow employee's stock 
check reverberating in my head­
set and the customer anxiously 
awaiting to find out if we do in 
fact have a size medium dress 
pant in the back. 
Working at Gap is chaotic. 
Carrying piles of clothes as tall as 
me all over the store to place each 
individual item in its proper place 
can be overwhelming, especially 
when "Walking in a Winter Won­
derland" has been perseverating 
since the beginning of my four-
hour shift. 
It is imperative to note 
that we have not yet celebrated 
Thanksgiving. It is still the month 
of November and Halloween 
passed us by not too long ago. As 
exciting as it is for people with 
money to begin their holiday 
shopping (even though it is more 
than obvious that they are shop­
ping for themselves when they 
are kicking it in the fitting rooms 
for 20 minutes), my little four-
hour shifts are physically drain­
ing and mentally exhausting. 
Christmas music, though 
repetitive, does something "magi­
cal to the typical shopper. Instead 
of tiying on just a pair of skinny 
jeans, they decide to pick up a 
sherpa-lined hoodie and thermals 
in various colors. Why? Probably 
because songs about snowmen 
and chestnuts roasting on an open 
fire have convinced them that 
'baby, it's cold outside' so they 
probably need some cozy clothes 
(though it rarely drops below 70 
degrees these days). 
Even though it's silly for 
Gap to have decked their walls, 
tables and audio with Christmas 
cheer, my shifts seem to go by a 
lot faster now. Interspersed with 
the Christmas songs are songs 
by Fleet Foxes, Feist, Glasve-
gas, Lykke Li, Grizzly Bear and 
Vampire Weekend, to name a few 
recognizable Hindie musicians. 
With the new season comes a new 
Gap playlist, and with each new 
playlist comes a lot less boredom 
and a lot more foot tapping. 
I very much enjoy humming 
along to Fleet Foxes' "White 
Winter Hymnal," though I think 
the Gap music supervisor may 
have mistaken it for a winter-y, 
possibly seasonal song about 
snow when, in actuality, it's 
about a kid falling and bleeding 
in the snow, turning the "white 
snow red as strawberries in the 
summertime." It's a little dark 
for light holiday shopping, but it 
remains one of Fleet Foxes' best 
songs nonetheless. 
In my opinion, Gap is be­
coming trendier and trendier as 
the seasons pass. Fleet Foxes is a 
big step up and makes the Christ­
mas songs a little easier to bear as 
I watch shopper after shopper de­
stroy my perfectly folded stacks 
of flannels. 
"2012": A movie of epic special effects 
JOHN NOERENBERG 
STAFF WRITFR 
If 1 were to say that "2012" 
is the feel good movie of the 
year, how would you react? Most 
likely with raised eyebrows and 
a resounding "no." Surprisingly 
enough, there actually is some 
truth to that statement. However, 
for fear of giving away the ending, 
you will have to see the movie in 
its entirety to understand why I 
ask that question. 
"2012" is supposed to be 
based on the Mayan prediction 
that the world is going to end on 
December 21, 2012, the winter 
solstice. With this in mind I 
expected the movie to actually 
discuss the Mayan prediction and 
have references to the prophecy of 
the 5,125-year-old calendar and 
how disaster will strike the world 
as the calendar abruptly ends. 
Well, in "2012" disaster surely 
does strike, but the movie made, if 
memory serves, two references to 
the Mayans. When I say referenc­
es, I use the term loosely because 
basically the word Mayan was 
said and that was the reference. So 
in that sense, I was disappointed 
in the movie's historical lacking. 
However, if you like a three-
hour movie that is jammed packed 
with special effects in almost every 
scene, depicting highly unrealistic 
natural disasters which highlight 
tsunamis taking out cruise ships 
in the middle of the ocean and 
whole cities falling into the ocean, 
then this is the movie for you. If 
you also enjoy watching a crazy 
lunatic atop Yellowstone express 
his utmost glee that the world is 
ending as molten lava rocks are 
flying in his direction, then by all 
means, go watch this movie. 
If you are a geologist, or 
somebody interested in the nature 
of natural disasters, please go see 
"2012" because I promise, you 
will get a good laugh about how 
Hollywood believes natural disas­
ters such as earthquakes, volcano 
eruptions and tsunamis happen. 
To be honest, the acting was 
honestly not nearly as bad as I had 
anticipated. John Cusack, Amanda 
Peet, Chiwetel Ejiofor and Danny 
Glover play decent roles and made 
the movie bearable to watch. How­
ever, I could have done without 
the Russian billionaire played by 
Zlato Buric, considering most of 
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the time I could not understand a 
word he would say. 
All in all, I will leave it up 
to your discretion whether or not 
you want to see "2012." A lot of 
action, a lot of special effects and 
bearable acting combined with a 
laughable attempt at scientific and 
historical accuracies. Your choice. 




I was disgusted by your ar­
ticle. The hostile and immature 
language you used when referring 
to electronic music lovers was 
bizarre and hateful. I am boggled 
by your misunderstanding of the 
rave culture. How could you pos­
sibly believe ravers lack a culture? 
From our tutus, to our kandy to our 
fur boots, everything about raving 
has strong cultural meanings that 
identify with our music, our his­
tory and our voice. We pride our­
selves on being an underground 
subculture, which veers from your 
over-played commercialized, pop 
music, and focuses on a uniting 
love of heart-pounding beats. 
You pass such unfounded 
judgments on a huge subculture 
which you know nothing about. 
You've never been in the Los 
Angeles Coliseum with 100,000 
people moving in unison to one of 
the most well known musicians in 
the world. The largest dance music 
festival in North America: Electric 
Daisy Carnival 2009, was more 
than "idiocracy." It epitomizes our 
message, which is more than just 
take E and wear our iconic rave-
wear. 
The raver "Bible" is echoed 
in the pulsing beat and in each 
unique live set a DJ plays. The 
rave paradigm can be summed 
up in the letters on our bracelets, 
P.L.U.R. For you "mainstream 
bros" that stands for Peace, Love, 
Unity and Respect. Don't worry; 
I am not revealing any secret 
codes of our brotherhood, maybe 
you should have Wikipedia-ed 
"raving" before you wrote your 
silly opinion article. 
The love and unity found at a 
rave is unbelievable, thousands of 
people worldwide come together 
to hear a music that connects 
people of every language and 
background. My experiences (and 
those of my friends) as ravers truly 
have been life-changing, mind 
blowing and yes, spiritual. 
Addressing your accusations 
of rampant drug use, you prob­
ably have to look at our society 
as a whole. Binge drinking and 
experimenting with drugs is 
common in underage partiers, not 
just exclusively in the rave scene 
but in many social cliques. 
To say everyone at a rave or 
who loves electronic music is a 
drug user and a self-destructive 
partier couldn't be further from 
the reality. That's like saying every 
Bob Marley fan is a dope smok­
ing, weed growing, pothead. I 
can confidently say that those who 
continually abuse drugs are not the 
true ravers and music lovers. 
If you don't have a taste for 
electronic music that's your own 
shortcoming, but please don't 
insult a culture that you don't fit 
into and can't understand. The 
guiding neon light of our culture 
is obvious: it's about the music, 
not the drugs, the costumes, or the 
flashing lights. See you at.HARD 
New Years. 




Alas Kandy Kid! Finally 
someone has risen up from the 
ashes of Halloween's rave fes­
tivities with a valid point locked 
securely in their talons. Before I 
credit you for your validity, let me 
first address your misconceptions 
about my piece and myself. 
The "hostile and immature" 
language, both adjectives are de­
batable, was never used to refer­
ence lovers of electronic music. 
I myself love electronic music. 
What my vocabulary was used to 
reference were the people who are 
in fact immature and have no self 
control. You will find these people 
lined up like ants, sitting against 
the walls of a rave, or circled up, 
sitting in the middle of the crowd 
like a swarm of bees. I do not 
understand what possesses these 
people to even attend the rave. If 
you want to essentially overload 
on a mixture of drugs, and then 
sit like a vegetable, gazing into 
the glowing hands of a stranger, 
why not do it in the comfort and 
safety of your own home? These 
people only inconvenience those 
who paid good money to actually 
see the show, and furthermore they 
taint the name of electronic music. 
People often hesitate to listen 
to electronic music because they 
associate it with this breed of 
deadbeat, though not to say that 
all in attendance at a rave are 
deadbeats. People such as yourself 
seem to have their priorities in line. 
A rave should be about the music, 
just as any concert or performance 
should; people uniting for their 
love of the sound waves which the 
speakers project. 
The whole point of my piece 
was to point out that more and 
more raves are entering the main­
stream and becoming the "cool" 
thing to do. People go just to 
become E-tarded and loaf around 
like the rest of the untouchables. 
Raves shouldn't be like this. You 
can't argue with the fact that this 
is true, and that it kills the reputa­
tion for electronic music, which is 
some of the best in the world, mind 
you. Imagine how much better 
a rave could be if all the dead 
weight was thrown overboard, 
and their corpses were replaced 
with energetic human beings who 
were coherent and into the music 
which they were hearing. By co­
herent I don't mean stone cold 
sober either. Doing drugs is fine 
by me if you can handle them, and 
handle yourself. As I think most of 
you know by now, this article was 
geared towards those who fall into 
neither category. 
As for the rest of USD's 
E-club, don't take this personally, 
but I wouldn't advise seeking out 
a career in the legal field post-
graduation. It amazes me that not 
one of you came to the defense 
of the music, which is the heart 
and soul of this culture you claim 
to be a part of. Instead you did a 
miraculous job of highlighting 
the elements of raving which are 
really important to you, the drugs. 
Tip of the hat to you Kandy Kid 
for standing out and bringing the 
most relevant point of all to the 
playing field. 





Poetry is esoteric. It can 
be alienating, misleading and 
downright difficult. Nothing is 
worse than a poem that beck­
ons our eyes to glaze over. It 
happens to me all the time. If a 
poem is over a page long, I skip 
it on principle. To an English 
teacher's utter horror, I want 
to go back in history and slap 
Shakespeare for writing the 
sonnets. 
For all the GPA killing and 
mind-numbing attributes of 
poetry there is one quality that 
enslaves me: it can ignite my 
soul. In a single word, line or 
stanza, my world can stop and 
consummate happiness over­
takes me. Corny enough? A 
thousand people can lay eyes 
on a poem and not feel a thing. 
Then you can read it at random 
and be moved to unnamable 
emotions. Poetry is like finding 
that special someone. There's 
a one-in-a-million shot, but 
when it clicks the perfection 
makes your innards smile. 
Like your favorite song, 
poetry speaks to you on a 
deeper level. Think of that 
meaningful song you hold 
dear, chances are it takes you 
to a different world, evokes 
emotions and plucks your 
heartstrings, creates a unique 
feeling in your gut. Poetry has 
the same transcendent power. 
Because like music, it's a piece 
on one human's soul freely 
given to you. 
I write for pleasure and that 
simple content warmth that 
fills me. A good line, a power­
ful word, or a beautiful rhythm 
is like scoring a touchdown, 
hitting a homerun or acing a 
test. Even if I create junk I feel 
the sweet nectar of creation. 
Just minutes before nothing ex­
isted, I took thin air and created 
a piece of myself on paper. The 
inherent challenge of poetry 
is taking an invisible emotion 
lodged in your soul and giving 
it life. My failures at this far 
out-number my successes. But 
when I can oust those emo­
tions and sculpt them in perfect 
words I can't escape a feeling 
of universal belonging. 
Is my poetry great? No. Is 
Robert Frost's or Walt Whit­
man's great? I don't know, you 
decide. I love some of it but 
can't sink my teeth into most of 
it. Like all art, beauty is in the 
beholder, but the creator gets 
the momentary visceral rush of 
touching their soul. That's what 
I love - walking down the street 
or taking a shower and having a 
verse immaculately materialize 
in my head. I rush to the nearest 
writable surface and spurt out 
the words. I never edit, the way 
it came out is purest form - no 
fancy tinkering. It's fun. Once 
my creative juices are flowing 
my whole day brightens, my 
awareness of the beautiful little 
things put bounce in my step. 
It's the healthiest buzz any 
one could ask for. I don't write 
for any one, for any ulterior 
hopes of publication. Those 
thoughts come after the initial 
outburst of creation. I suppose 
selfishly it's for me, but I don't 
mind sharing. It's a passion, 
like sports or music and I love 
it. 
A collection of poems by a fellow scholar 
Texan Lakes For my Father 
lake water lashing 
on man dredged shores, 
prehistoric creature 
prowling algae depths: 
toothless carp 
mouthing ripples-
singing the human song 
Sunday morning 
Jazz 
on an outdated radio 
in a leafy 
sawdust garage 
where I fell in love with 
my dad 
The Process 
Hi I say 
I craft you out of nothing 
God had clay 
men had money 
ambition Faith 
land of milk and honey 
only I got nothing 
thin air no money 
a feeling here 
now nothing gone 
into something outcast and abstract 
holy yet 
ethereal 
like God's definition 
you can blink 
it's there 
then gone to dead 
scholars 
who did it centuries ago. 
O it's a fine line 
between written creation 
and past revelation 
Santa Fe Plaza 
Outdoor plaza across from a 1.99 motel. Outreached limbs of ancient trees, praying 
upwards cause of what they've seen. Cement beautified by children's chalk dreams. An 
outsourced bum paraded by small time political on a leash: whoredom for substance, the 
Devil's vacation package. Dizzying mutt pigeons pecking for feed, high off street grease. 
Slum dog with arched back - grazing fences to fix an itch. 
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Diego Torero and fellow fans get rowdy together as they celebrate another convincing USD victory at Torero Stadium. 





Right now USD fans are like 
Smalls at the beginning of "The 
Sandlot." We're new on the college 
sports block. Thanks to Benny, 
Smalls kept up with the mainstays 
and became one of the guys. If 
USD fans stick to the principles of 
the Fandom Manifesto, we can do 
the same. 
So, fellow USD aficionados, 
just stand there and put your glove 
up high in the air. The Manifesto 
will take care of the rest. 
The USD Fandom Manifesto: 
Be on time for games. Unless 
you harve class or are swarmed by 
bees, there is no excuse for tardi­
ness. Nothing's worse than the 
guy who shows up in the second 
quarter and asks everyone around 
him, "So how are we doing? How 
many points does BJ have? Did I 
miss anything good?" a for the entire game, story I always tell: Two 
years ago when Josh Johnson took 
the first snap of his final game at 
Torero Stadium, the student sec­
tion was overflowing with excited 
fans, primed for the annual home­
coming game. At most games the 
bleachers don't fill out until mid­
way through the first quarter and 
usually begin thinning out by the 
beginning of the third, with the 
score well in favor of the power­
house home team and outcome no 
longer in doubt. The more astute 
absconders may have even noticed 
the visiting team's bus already 
warming up. But this game had 
to be different. It was homecom­
ing. It was senior day. It was the 
last home game for perhaps the 
greatest athlete in USD history. 
And the Davidson Wildcats were 
actually making a game of it, with 
the score 28-21 at halftime. Both 
offenses chartered a textbook on 
passing the football, USD writing 
the chapter on west coast passing 
efficiency and Davidson writing 
the one on jail break screens. Yet 
when the Toreros marched out of 
the locker room, down the con­
crete hill into the mouth of Torero 
Stadium for the second half, the 
student section had disappeared. 
You know when the games 
are, so if you intend on going, plan 
your schedule around it. 
Pick your spots. In football, 
when the offense has the ball, be 
quiet. When it's a big third down 
for the defense, get loud. Please, 
it's not the other way around. One 
more time: When we have the 
ball, rest your voice. When we 
are on defense, get loud. If noth­
ing else just look at the Jumbotron 
and do what it says. Furthermore 
let's keep the Bull Sh** chants 
to a minimum and save them for 
only the most absurd bad calls. If 
you're pulling out the B.S. chant 
more than once or twice every 
game, you really have to reevalu­
ate your fandom. This might be 
a result of the lack of games one 
actually attends. Since the stands 
are only packed two or three times 
a year, many of us feel obligated 
to pull it out since we have so few 
chances throughout the season. 
The best solution would be to go 
to more games. 
Never; ever throw anything 
onto the Held/court. Who are we, 
Cleveland? In our first home game 
against the Zags two years ago, 
we (as in the fans, not the team) 
were T'd up for throwing stuff on 
the court. Really? Throwing stuff 
on the court? At a college basket­
ball game? Two noticeable facts 
stood out about this incident. First 
of all, Coach Grier had to get on 
a microphone and ask us to stop. 
This game was on ESPN2, so the 
world was watching. Apparently, 
we have acquired a reputation as 
"a bunch of spoiled rich kids," as 
a few outside observers have put 
it. Secondly, there was no bad 
call. Our response was a gross 
overreaction on par with when Sal 
smashed Radio Rahim's boom box 
in "Do the Right Thing." At times 
it seems as if the student section 
is looking for a reason to explode 
in anger. As if we have subcon­
sciously predetermined, "You 
know what, I feel like booing. The 
next time a call goes against us 
I'm gonna boo." 
Maintain your cheers. In bas­
ketball, keep up the chants going 
for an entire possession. In foot­
ball, keep the chants going until 
the ball is snapped. In baseball, 
keep it going at least until the next 
pitch. It sounds terribly lazy when 
the chant dies off prematurely. 
Speaking of lazy... 
Never ever sit down in the 
student section. It is disconcert­
ing how often our student section 
sits down during lulls in games. 
In the WCC Tournament the 
Santa Clara student section even 
rightly called us out on it with 
a searing "We-Don't-Sit-Down 
clap*clap*clap*clap*clap" chant. 
It was very embarrassing. You can 
rest when the players rest - during 
timeouts, between quarters, or any 
other extended dead ball period. 
Of course this rule only applies 
to football and basketball games, 
though maybe one day, when 
futbol is more popular in America, 
we can install it at soccer games 
too. 
\itend more than just the 
big games. The Gonzaga and San 
Diego State basketball games 
usually fill up to the brim, but at 
every other Torero sporting event, 
the number of USD students play­
ing in the game often exceeds the 
number of USD students watching 
the game. There is only one more 
home football game. It is on Sat­
urday. It is free for students. Now 
I know we're a I-AA program (or 
"FCS" I guess), so no one expects 
Rocky Top, but our efforts at the 
big games show that we have the 
ability to pack the house and get 
loud. We just need to do it more 
often. Basketball, though, is a 
different story. We have a legiti­
mate program that competes on 
a national level and this year Bill 
Grier has brought in arguably the 
greatest recruiting class in school 
history. The team is athletic, the 
team plays hard nose defense and 
the team competes every night. 
Basketball crowds can affect 
the game more than in any other 
sport- arenas echo noise like a 
cavern, the nature of the game 
induces naked emotion and shoot­
ing requires an immense precision 
that can be shaken by external dis­
tractions. The USD program is on 
the cusp of becoming a mid-major 
power. As fans we have the chance 
to help push the team over the hill. 
It would be a shame to miss out 
on it. 
m. 
Wear USD colors. Here's the 
thing though, given the choice 
between a black USD shirt and 
a baby blue Chargers shirt, you 
should go with the latter. Really, 
in the student section color takes 
precedence over logo. If you look 
at some of the best fans across 
the nation, their student section is 
a sea of their team's color. Your 
choices are navy blue, baby blue 
and white. USD basketball games 
are not the time to pull out that 
forest green cardigan you've been 
wanting to show off. 
.Mim, 
Build upon traditions. There 
have been several fandom tradi­
tions that we have made our own. 
The cheer where one side says "S" 
and the other side says "D" is solid. 
The "Ole" chant has become our 
trademark. Bowing to Gyno while 
chanting his name was clever and 
original. The thing where we turn 
our backs to the court when the 
other team's cheerleaders perform 
may be classless and rude, but 
it's still our own innovation. And 
we have our "We live where you 
spring break" motto, in addition 
to a great nickname for our arena, 
the Slim Gym. Let's keep building 
our tradition. 
No midterms on the night 
of the Gonzaga basketball game. 
This one's for teachers. USD stu­
dents don't get excited for sporting 
events very often, so it is essential 
that we maximize our fan output 
when school spirit actually does 
turn on. During the WCC champi­
onship game two years ago a guy 
sitting in front of me had to leave 
at halftime because he had a mid­
term. I was staggered for a minute. 
I kept wondering, "What if I were 
in that class?" I really don't know 
what I would do if I were in that 
situation. I understand that no 
one anticipated us to be playing 
that night, but this was one of the 
biggest games in school history. 
The magnitude of this game was 
unreal. So let's be flexible, let's be 
reasonable, let's use our cognitive 
skills and think on our feet. Make 
game time decisions. 
The house 
of tennis 
A few days ago I was prancing 
around my house pretending I was 
Kobe throwing down dunks and 
dominating with a refined back to 
the basket game. When 1 tripped 
over a tennis racket, I literally 
came crashing back down to real­
ity. I was no longer Kobe Bryant, 
I was Ryan Sidhoo; the man on 
the floor wondering who leaves a 
tennis racket and tennis bag in the 
middle of the hallway? 
If you answered a USD tennis 
player, you answered correctly. It 
has been a very interesting experi­
ence living with student athletes. 
I currently find myself living with 
two tennis players. The Norwe­
gian pretty boy Nils Schive and 
the outlandish perennial WCC 
first teamer Dean Jackson from 
Germany are the ones who split 
rent with me. 
There are some major perks 
living with athletes. And by 
major I mean I have gotten some 
free Nike socks. Also, the free 
WCC blankets have really come 
in handy as blinds for the living 
room window and the abundance 
of sports tape has come up clutch 
over the year. 
Oatmeal and protein powder 
have become staples in our house. 
If there were only two items in 
the cabinet, I would assure you it 
would be these two fine products. 
My knowledge of tennis, a sport 
that I was somewhat familiar 
with, has gone from minute to 
great. I realize how important the 
mechanics of the game are. I also 
hear amusing tidbits and rumors 
about tennis stars through Dean. 
Besides having an effect on 
my diet and helping further ap­
preciate the game of tennis, living 
with these two has allowed me to 
get an in-depth look at the rigors 
of being a student athlete. 1 am not 
sure if I could handle practicing 
twenty hours a week and driving 
to tournaments on the weekend, 
all on top of studying for exams 
and going to class. 
Sometimes I see how ex­
hausted my roommates become 
and wonder, do they really love 
the game this much to put up with 
the hectic schedule? Are they just 
in too deep and have invested 
too much time to simply get out? 
Sometimes I feel like they envy 
the freedom I have as a regular 
college student. 
In a weird way, I almost feel 
like I am a part of the team. Some­
times I will text Nils before a big 
match reminding him to stay fo­
cused and maintain his composure. 
If he wins, 1 credit my inner Phil 
Jackson Zen coaching wisdom. If 
he loses, I feel like I lose as well 
since I have forged such a close 
bond with him. I think me and 
about four other people are die 
hard Torero tennis fans. 
Even though I may occasion­
ally trip on a tennis bag or pair 
of shoes, the experience of living 
with these two players has made 
me appreciate the effort and de­
termination of USD athletes that 
much more. 
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WCC champions earn NCAA tournament spot 
After tie against Gaels USD seeded 11th overall entering postseason play 
TYLER WILSON 
STAFF WRITFR 
The University of San Diego 
men's soccer team captured the 
WCC championship after a 0-0 
tie against the Saint Mary's Gaels 
on Friday afternoon in Torero 
Stadium. Along with the WCC 
title, the Toreros earned a first 
round bye and the 11th overall 
seed in the NCAA tournament. 
It is the first time since 2003 that 
the Toreros have won the WCC 
and advanced to the postseason. 
The USD men finished the season 
with a record of 12-5-2 and 8-2-2 
against WCC competition. 
On Friday afternoon the To­
reros tied the Gaels 0-0 in a game 
of missed opportunities. The To­
reros out-shot the Gaels 10-6 and 
forced the Saint Mary's keeper 





After an extremely valiant battle, 
the USD women's volleyball team lost 
a difficult match. The Toreros lost their 
last match to the 23rd ranked Saint 
Mary's Gaels three sets to two. After 
losing two sets right out of the gate, 
USD tied the match up with the fol­
lowing two sets, ultimately losing the 
final and determining set. USD now 
sits with a 16-7 overall record and an 
8-4 record in West Coast Conference 
competition. 
Although the outcome was disap­
pointing for the Toreros, there were 
plenty of solid performances. Senior 
Torey Ellick and junior Ali Troost both 
contributed with 17 kills each in the 
match. Ellick had 17 kills on 28 swings 
and Troost had 17 on 43 swings. Other 
Toreros who showed impressive play 
were junior Kelsi Myers who added a 
double-double with 54 assists and 10 
digs, and junior Ashton Basch who had 
15 kills on 31 swings. Senior Kayleen 
Webster also recorded 15 digs in the 
match against the Gaels. 
The first two matches started off 
unfortunately for the Toreros, losing 
both of them 18-25 and 19-25. In the 
first match, after being down, USD 
went on a big comeback run topped 
off by a major kill by Ellick to tie the 
score at 11-11. However, it was ulti­
mately not enough. 
The second set was an impressive 
one. The score was extremely close the 
entire game, going back and forth be­
tween the two teams. The score differ­
ence never exceeded two points until 
the Gaels went on a 6-0 run after it 
was tied at 19-19. 
The third and fourth sets proved 
victorious for the Toreros winning 
25-20 and 25-17. In the third set with 
the score tied at 12-12, USD went on 
an 8-1 run topped off by a momentum 
boosting kill from freshman Carrie 
Baird. In the fourth set, another Baird 
kill ignited a 7-2 run which was solidi­
fied by a big kill from junior Colleen 
Carlson. The fifth and final set was 
close until a 9-2 run from the Gaels of­
ficially gave them back the momentum 
needed to pull out the win. 
With nowhere to look but forward, 
the Toreros have two big upcoming 
home matches to conclude the season 
against Portland and Gonzaga. With 
the playoffs rapidly approaching, the 
Toreros hope to be able to host the first 
round here at home in San Diego. 
to make five saves. Torero goal 
keeper Kellin Briones tallied two 
saves to preserve the shutout and 
the Toreros also won the battle of 
corner kicks 6-3. 
Even though the game ended 
in a tie and was dominated by 
USD, the Toreros still clinched 
the WCC championship. They re­
lieved any uncertainty about their 
postseason hopes, as the WCC 
champion receives an automatic 
bid to the NCAA tournament. 
The Toreros would end up 
losing their final regular season 
game against the Santa Clara Uni­
versity Broncos 2-1 on Sunday 
afternoon. This game, whether 
win or lose, would have had no 
effect on the Toreros postseason 
placement. Even though they had 
already won the conference, the 
Toreros still had the determina­
tion to give the Broncos a fight. 
The Toreros caught an un­
lucky break in the 22nd minute of 
action as a handball was called, 
resulting in a free kick for the 
Broncos. The free kick was then 
headed in the goal by the Bron­
cos to put them in the lead 1-0. 
In the 46th minute the Broncos 
would strike again to stretch their 
lead to 2-0. The Toreros would 
prevent the shutout though, as 
Trevor May received a perfect 
pass from Marcello Carminatti 
and touched it off the post and 
into the goal in the 90th minute. 
The Broncos outshot the toreros 
8-6 and beat them on corner kicks 
4-3. 
The Toreros next game will 
be in the second round of the 
NCAA tournament. After their 
first round bye they will face the 
winner of the UC Santa Barbara 
Gauchos and the Wofford Terri­
ers match. The game will be held 
at Torero Stadium on Nov. 22nd 
at 5 p.m. 
COURTESY OF USD ATHELTICS 
The Toreros celebrate their conference clinching tie at Torero 
Stadium last Friday against the Saint Mary's Gaels. The Toreros 
received a first round bye and by earning the 11th overall seed in 
the tournament. 
Torero Diaries: Sports and beyond 
The season begins and we are looking good 
BRANDON JOHNSON 
STAFF WRITFR 
Our first game of the 
season was a reality check 
for me and the team. Al­
though we had played a few 
games against other teams 
before the season officially 
began, the fact that we are 
truly beginning our fight for 
the season hit home for me. 
The game against Stan­
ford was an exciting one. 
I had a great time playing 
against them, but I ran into 
some issues within the first 
few moments playing. I 
happened to hurt my ankle 
during the second play of 
the game. It was really frus­
trating for me when I first felt it 
happen because I just came off of 
a major injury from last year, so 
for me to hurt my ankle that early 
on in the game had me fearing that 
I would suffer something more se­
rious the more I played. 
Because of the slight injury to 
to my ankle I wasn't able to play 
much the first half. This really 
just had me hoping that my ankle 
would not bother me so much that 
1 would not be able to prove to 
those that are watching and judg­
ing whether or not I will live up 
to expectations for this season. I 
wanted to prove that I could be all 
that they expected and more. 
Luckily the injury to my ankle 
was not serious and I was able to 
play in the second half. My ego 
was extremely boosted when I 
managed to score most of my 
points during the second half. 1 
was able to prove that not only 
am I back and able to play, but 
I'm back with a vengeance. 
The team played well to­
gether, we won and some of the 
players that did not have much 
playing time last season were 
able to prove that they belong on 
the court and can do it justice. 
I'm excited for how well 
we are going to do the more 
we learn to become a cohesive 
unit on the court. We are off to 
a good start and as long as we 
all keep working hard and stay 
faithful to our orange mistress, 
we will be able to pull off many 
more wins. 
High potential as 2010 season looms large 
JAMES MEADOR 
STAFF WRITFR 
The 2010 Torero base­
ball team has finished its fall 
ball schedule for the year. It 
wrapped up its sixth weekend 
of practice and scrimmages 
with the 2009 banquet and a 
Hawaiian celebration. This is 
a tradition that has been going 
on for years with Rich Hill as 
the head coach. It's a time to 
evaluate the new team, get to 
know new parents and say 
goodbye to the old stars that 
have moved on. 
Sunday night, was a 
very special night. Saying 
goodbye to seniors such as 
Sean Nicol and Scott De-
nault was veiy special. The 
new players were able to see 
firsthand how the 2009 team 
went about things and how 
memorable a season can be. 
Parting words from the se­
niors were very heartfelt and there 
were some really good messages 
sent to the younger players. 
There were also a couple 
awards for the players voted on 
by their teammates. The recipi­
ents were Chris Engell and Arthur 
Griffin for Newcomer of the Year 
and Pitcher of the Year. These 
awards were greatly deserved and 
I am very proud of my teammates 
that received them. 
Having the 2009 banquet 
at the end of the 2010 fall ball 
season is very symbolic because 
it shows the letting go of the pre­
vious season and ftilly engaging 
yourself for the next year. Next 
season is looking very promising. 
Not getting ahead of our­
selves and setting high expecta­
tions is very hard, but by the looks 
of things the 2010 USD baseball 
team is shaping up very nicely. 
By the end of this week some cuts 
will be made getting closer to our 
final roster of 30 eligible players. 
Fall ball this year was highly 
competitive and just shows how 
deep our team will be for the up­
coming year. Hoping and pray­
ing that everyone stays healthy, 
this might be the year USD 
makes a deep playoff run. The 
team has a mixture of veteran 
and highly recruited guys that 
make up a very dangerous op­
ponent. 
Personally I am very ex­
cited to see where this team 
ends up at the end of the year. 
Potential is a very strong word 
but sometimes people need to 
finally live up to it. We have a 
lot of potential. It is time for our 
players to ball and put the talk­
ing behind us. 
The baseball team will now 
get into a more individual work 
period. This is a time where you 
need to be highly motivated to 
get yourself better for the team. 
We come back in early January 
and it's on for the 2010 season. 




Trent Differ or Dan Marino? 
Jason Varitek or Barry Bonds? 
Leon Powe or Karl Malone? 
Any sane person would take 
the latter of the pairings and that's 
how it should be. So what if the 
trio has never won a ring while 
the others have? 
There is no such thing as 
a winner. There are only good 
players and bad players. Some 
good players happen to play on 
bad teams and some bad players 
play on good teams. There is not 
some intrinsic quality that differs 
among players that allows one to 
be considered a winner, and by 
default, the other something less 
than that. 
Tim Tebow has played a 
hand in two national champion­
ships and is gunning for a third. 
There is no denying he is a good 
player and he has inevitably been 
dubbed a great winner. (This also 
has to do with the fact that he is 
a polite, white, Christian quarter­
back that likes to flaunt his char­
ity work and plays for a top tier 
program, but that's another topic 
alltogether.J He is certainly the 
most recognizable and most re­
vered athlete in college athletics 
today. Is this all because he has 
that little something extra in him 
that no other player in the coun­
try possesses? No, he is a good 
player but he has also played on 
one of the best overall teams in 
the nation thanks in large part to 
Urban Meyer's ability to recruit 
a bevy of talented players. Just 
wait until he gets to the next 
level, plays for an average team 
and all of a sudden he has lost 
"it." That intangible quality he 
once possessed is now gone just 
a few short years later? No, no 
I say. There was never anything 
there at all. He was simply a good 
player on a great team and was 
lucky enough to enjoy a magical 
four year run. 
Let's not put too much stock 
into championships. Only one 
team can win it each year. Does 
that mean all the other players on 
all the other teams do not possess 
whatever the championship mem­
bers did? It is ludicrous to assume 
an average player, or even a great 
one, on a championship squad is 
better than an exceptional player 
that hasn't won it simply because 
he rode the coattails of his team­
mates to a title. 
When observed rationally 
it becomes painfully obvious. 
Winning a championship does 
not separate players. Yes, I un­
derstand it is the ultimate goal of 
every team, but it is reasonable 
for only a select few. One man 
can rarely, if at all, carry his team 
to a championship. That is the 
same across the board in every 
sport. No matter how good Mi­
chael Jordan, Babe Ruth or Joe 
Montana were they could not 
have won a title on their own. It is 
truly a team effort and therefore 
a team statistic. No player can be 
solely credited with a champion­
ship. No player can ever be more 
of a winner than any other. 
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Toreros chop down Cardinal 
but tamed by Pacific Tigers ....... 
CHRIS HANNEKE 
STAFF WRITER 
The 2009-2010 basketball season got 
off to a promising start as the Toreros domi­
nated a talented Stanford team at the JCP on 
Friday night. Seniors De'Jon Jackson and 
Brandon Johnson led the way with 18 points 
apiece, and the Toreros won their home 
opener for just the second time in seven 
years. The last time they did so they made 
their way all the way to the second round of 
the NCAA tournament that March. 
Senior Chris Lewis got the ball rolling 
for the Toreros by scoring the team's first 
seven points. He finished with 15 points 
and five rebounds. Both teams battled and 
though the Toreros led for much of the half, 
they were never able to pull away and they 
took a slim 35-32 lead into halftime. 
Stanford senior Landry Fields kept his 
team in it as he compiled 25 points and nine 
rebounds. USD committed some undisci­
plined fouls but Stanford struggled from the 
line and never got out to a comfortable lead. 
They finished just 17 of 26 on free throws. 
The Toreros received inspired perfor­
mances from many of their players. The 
aforementioned seniors, Jackson, Johnson 
and Lewis led the way, but big men Chris 
Manresa and Roberto Mafra came up big 
off the bench and gave the Toreros a much 
needed boost inside. Manresa added 10 
points and five boards and Mafra was good 
for nine points and five rebounds while 
adding two key blocks down the stretch to 
keep Stanford from taking a run at the lead. 
With the big men stepping up on the defen­
sive side, Stanford was held to just two field 
goals in the final seven minutes of play. 
USD controlled the tempo throughout 
the game, but they still held a mere nine 
point lead with just over three minutes 
to play. However, with Stanford driving, 
De'Jon Jackson came up with a huge steal 
and took it the other way for a layup, put­
ting the Toreros up 11 and the game out of 
reach for the Cardinal. 
Another bright spot for the Toreros 
was the play of freshman point guard 
Patrick McCollum. Only four of BJ's 18 
points came in the first half and when he 
came out early on with what looked like a 
minor tweak to his Achilles' heel, which he 
injured last year, the team needed someone 
to step up in his place. The box score for the 
frosh is nothing overwhelming (3-2-4) and 
he certainly made his fair share of rookie 
mistakes, but he was fearless in his first col­
lege game. 
There was little time to savor the big 
victory as the Toreros traveled to Stock­
ton to take on University of the Pacific on 
Monday night. The team struggled through­
out the entire game, shooting just 31 percent 
(14-45) from the field and a meager 27 per­
cent (6-22) from the three-point line. Still, 
a late push had them tied with five seconds 
to play, but an ill-advised foul from McCol­
lum put the Tigers on the line. After missing 
the first free throw, Lavar Neufville hit the 
second one and gave Pacific a 56-55 lead 
with five seconds remaining. USD junior 
Matt Dorr missed a three at the buzzer and 
the Toreros lost a heartbreaker to the Big 
West Pacific Tigers. 
San Diego led 21-14 with four-and-
a-half minutes to play in the first half, but 
they failed to score the rest of the half and 
a jumper by Pacific's Allen Huddleston 
beat the buzzer and put the Tigers up 22-21 
heading into the break. The Toreros never 
regained the lead. 
Pacific led by 10 with 6:48 remaining 
in the game, but USD fought back and set 
themselves up with a chance to steal the 
game. Trailing 55-51, Jackson hit a big 
three to cut the lead to one with just 28 sec­
onds to play. He finished the game with 16 
points and eight rebounds for San Diego. A 
turnover by Neufville gave the Toreros the 
ball with 17 seconds to play and a chance 
to come away with a huge road win. Mc­
Collum was fouled but only hit one of the 
two free throws. Still, overtime seemed 
well within reach. But that was when Mc­
Collum committed the big foul. Pacific 
shot just 19-36 from the free throw line, but 
they made the biggest one of all when they 
needed it most. 
Despite the disappointing loss on the 
road, the Toreros still look to be headt^i in 
the right direction as they seek to improve 
after last year's disappointment. The team 
has plenty of potential as fresh faces like 
McCollum and Manresa are already getting 
accustomed to Division I basketball. The 
JCP should be rocking for the next home 
game on Dec. 2nd when the Toreros take on 
cross town rival San Diego State. 
COURTESY BROCK SCOTT 
LEFT: Senior point guard Brandon Johnson makes his regular season debut after a 
season-ending injury last year. ABOVE: Freshman Patrick McCollum handled some 
point guard duties in the win over Stanford. 
RYAN S1DHOO & MORGAN PAYNE 
Sports Co-Editors 
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4th and 2 
Losing to Pacific 
Miguel Cotto 
Brody Jenner 
Atlanta Falcons 
Pittsburgh Steelers 
Brad Johnson 
MLS 
Raja Bell 
Brady Quinn 
MJD's owners 
